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SECTION A: COMPREHENSION 

Read the passages that follow and answer the questions based on them. Remember to write 

in full sentences unless instructed otherwise. 

PELORUS JACK 

Lee Stowell Cullen 

1 A pelorus is something like a compass; it helps sailors find their way. This story is about a 

dolphin who helped sailors to steer their ships safely. 

2 Dogs are often said to be man’s best friend. That may be so, but some people think that 

the dolphin is our best animal friend. There are many stories about dolphins helping 

people. Some of these stories go back thousands of years. Some tell of how dolphins have 

saved people’s lives. It has never been recorded that a dolphin has attacked a person. They 

are friendly, fun-loving animals and they seem to enjoy being around people. 

3 Dolphins are very clever. They can be trained to do many things and can be taught all 

sorts of tricks. The United States Navy has used dolphins. They found that dolphins can 

join underwater study teams, they can carry messages and tools to human divers, and if 

divers are in trouble, trained dolphins can help to rescue them. 

4 Perhaps the most famous dolphin of all was Pelorus Jack. Some New Zealand sailors first 

saw him about eighty years ago. He would appear each time a ship sailed through a narrow 

passageway called Cook Strait. He would leap and splash in the water near the side of the 

ship. After a while he would move to the bow (or front) of the ship. He would swim from side 

to side always staying just ahead of the ship. He seemed to be leading it away from the 

dangerous shoals – shallow places lying on either side of the strait. Sometimes two ships 

would be headed through at the same time. Pelorus Jack would speed ahead of the faster 

one, leading them both through the strait. 

5 Pelorus Jack never turned away until he had guided a ship safely through the strait. Then 

he would head back and wait for the next ship. Day or night, the dolphin was always there. 

At night the sailors could see the trail of sparkling water he left behind him. He never failed 

to judge the speed of a ship correctly and he never got caught on the propellers.  

6 People would stand on the decks of the ships going through the strait waiting to see their 

faithful friend. If they caught sight of him, they felt lucky. The sight of his sleek body slicing 

through the water meant a safe trip. 

7 Pelorus Jack quickly became famous. New Zealanders wanted to make sure he’d always 

be safe. A special law was passed to protect the dolphin from danger. At that time it was 

rare to have laws protecting animals and this law was for just one animal! 

8 Pelorus Jack didn’t know this, of course. He just went on taking ships through Cook 

Strait. He would flip his tail or leap high in the air. The people on deck would clap their 

hands as they watched him lead the way. 
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9 Then, one day, Pelorus Jack disappeared. People searched for him for weeks, but he was 

never seen again. No-one knows what happened to him. 

10 The sailors who sailed Cook Strait talked about Pelorus Jack for many years. They never 

forgot their special guide. For twenty years he had faithfully helped his human friends, 

leading ship after ship to the safety of calm waters. 

 

1.1 Explain how the dolphin was given the name Pelorus Jack.    (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.2 Why do some people say that dolphins are our best friends?    (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.3 Are the following statements true or false? If a statement is false, correct it.  (5) 

1.3.1 People wanted to see Pelorus Jack so they could talk to him. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.3.2 Pelorus Jack lived in the waters surrounding New Zealand. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.3.3 Pelorus Jack guided sailors for 80 years. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.4 List three things that the US Navy uses dolphins for.     (3) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.5.1 How did New Zealanders ensure the dolphin’s safety?    (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.5.2 What was unusual about this?        (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.6 What happened to Pelorus Jack?        (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.7 Quote from the passage to show that the dolphin swam swiftly through the water. (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1.8 Find a word in the passage that means the same as:     (2) 

Well known ____________________   Shining ________________________ 

Jump  ____________________   Unusual ________________________ 

1.9 What do you think could have happened to Pelorus Jack?    (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

             

 

ALWAYS IN THE WRONG 

Clive Webster 

1 I’ve got a problem that won’t go away, 

A problem I can’t seem to solve. 

I’m thirteen years old, 

“Still a child” – so I’m told 

Except when our John is involved. 

 

2 At nine and a half he’s younger by far, 

But he’s tall and he’s really quite bright. 

And my parents can’t see 

That it’s him and not me 

Who’s to blame whenever we fight. 

 

3 They say “You’re grown and he’s just a child, 

Let the poor thing have his way.” 

But when I want to spend 

A few nights at my friend’s 

I’m “too young – just a child” so they say. 
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4 You’ll know what it’s like if you’re in the same boat 

They always believe him and not me. 

And despite my attempts 

To make them see sense, 

I’m punished while he goes scot-free. 

 

5 He’ll say “Philip hit me for nothing at all.” 

And yet he knows it’s a lie. 

He’ll punch and he’ll kick 

He’ll push and he’ll trip –  

There’s nothing the devil won’t try. 

 

6 It would serve him right, if out of the blue 

A new bouncing babe came along. 

And then maybe he’ll see 

How horrid it feels 

To be right, yet still in the wrong! 

 

2.1 What is the problem that the poet has?       (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.2 Quote from the poem to show that the poet doesn’t think his parents listen to him (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.3 In what way does the poet think his parents are unfair to him?   (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.4 Identify the figures of speech underlined in stanzas 4 and 5.    (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2.5 What does it mean to get off “scot-free”?       (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.6 Find an example of an idiom in the poem.      (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.7 Identify the figure of speech underlined in stanza 6.     (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

             

 

SECTION B: GRAMMAR 

3.1 Read the following sentence: 

Perhaps the most famous dolphin of all was Pelorus Jack. 

3.1.1 Identify the adjective in the sentence.  ___________________________ 

 Change that adjective to an abstract noun ____________________________  (1) 

3.1.2 What is the collective noun for dolphins? ____________________________  (1) 

 

4 Identify each of the following as a sentence or a phrase. 

4.1 There are many stories about dolphins helping people. _________________ 

4.2 A man’s best friend.     __________________ 

4.3 Pelorus Jack never turned away.    ___________________ 

4.4 In a short time, he became famous.   ___________________ 

4.5 Working underwater.     ___________________ 

4.6 To the safety of calm waters.    ___________________ (6 x½ =3) 

 

6 Explain each of the following book-related terms:     (6) 

6.1 Dictionary: ____________________________________________________________________ 

6.2 Thesaurus: ____________________________________________________________________ 

6.3 Index:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

6.4 Appendix:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

6.5 Character:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
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6.6 Plot:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.1 Circle the possessive pronouns and underline the personal pronouns in the following 

sentences:         (10 x ½ = 5) 

7.1.1 He tried to change the tyre by himself, but had to ask his dad for help. 

7.1.2 They wanted to know if we had seen their books. 

7.1.3 I am sure that book is mine not hers. 

7.1.4 He bought me a bunch of roses, 

7.2 Give an example of two OTHER types of pronoun from the sentences above.  (2) 

__________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

8.1 Find the antonym in each group of words and circle it.     (2) 

8.1.1 common; normal; rare; ordinary; usual 

8.1.2 safe; secure; protected; sheltered; exposed 

8.1.3  furious; cross; annoyed; peaceful; angry; irritated 

8.1.4 precious; priceless; valuable; worthless; expensive 

8.2 What do we call the other words in each of those groups? ___________________ (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.1 Write one sentence for each of the following pairs of homophones, using them correctly. 

e.g. I heard the herd of cows lowing in the field.      (3) 

9.1.1 ATE/EIGHT 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.1.2 WRITE/RIGHT 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.1.3 SEEN/SCENE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.2 What do we call words with the same pronunciation and the same spelling, but with 

different meanings, e.g. cross? _______________________________________  (1) 

9.3 Give your OWN example of such a word. _______________________________  (1) 
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10 Rewrite the sentences, punctuating them correctly. Use a different colour (not red) to 

.show your punctuation changes      (10 x ½ = 5) 

10.1 Tumelo shouted watch out there is a car coming 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10.2 Catch the ball screamed Tino 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

            

 

 

 


