
Page 1 of 3 
 

Maryvale College Primary   

Grade 7 History    

Worksheet RL-1: The kingdom of Mali and the city of Timbuktu 

Look at the two maps and read the information provided. Then answer the questions that follow. 

• The kingdom of Mali in West Africa was founded by 

Mansa Sundiata Keita in the 13th century (around the year 

1235). He ruled for 25 years. Mansa means king in Mali.   

• Keita created a large empire by conquering neighbouring 

people and demanding tribute from them. Tribute is a payment 

by one nation for protection by another. 

  

• Mali’s wealth was built on gold: they traded 
gold across the Sahara Desert. Gold was in great 
demand in Europe and the Middle East. Mali was 
rich in gold and sold it in exchange for salt, cloth, 
horses, dates, etc. 

• Camels were used to transport goods 
across the Sahara Desert 
• Timbuktu became the centre of trade and 

capital city of Mali. Although Mali is part of the Sahara 

Desert, Timbuktu was a perfect stopping place for traders 

travelling across the Sahara because it close to the Niger 

River (water was available).  

• Mali reached the height of its power (it was 

at its best) in the 14th century, under the famous 

king Mansa Musa. Musa ruled Mali from 1312 to 

1337. He was Keita’s grandnephew. 

• Mansa Musa was a devoted Muslim, but he 

allowed people religious freedom (to practice their 

African religion). Islam was spread to Mali and other parts of West Africa by the Arabs who came to 

trade even before Musa’s time of reign (ruling). 

 

• Musa’s government was successful because he did the following: 

➢ He allowed different to keep their identities and cultures. People were happy with 

him. 

➢ He used educated people to do administration in the government. 

➢ Musa divided Mali into provinces and chose governors to rule each province. All of 

them were paid and answered to him. 

➢ He dealt with complaints against governors who were not ruling justly. 

➢ The king of Mali made profits on the gold trade by taxing traders who used trade 

routes that passed through the Mali Empire. 

➢ He had a strong army. 

• Mansa Musa was the wealthiest (richest) man in his time. 

• In 1324, Masa Musa made the famous pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia, the holy city of 

Islam. He took with him thousands of people (officials, servants, slaves, etc), and hundreds 

of camels and elephants carrying lots of gold (about 200kg). He gave away lots of the gold 

to the poor on his way and ordered building of mosques. 
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• During his rule, Mansa Musa funded the building of mosques, centres of learning and 

libraries. 

Historians and Evidence: How do we find out about Mali and Timbuktu? 

There are four different types of sources (evidence): 

 1. Archaeological or Material sources (artefacts). These are objects made by people and 
 studied by archaeologists, e.g. buildings, pots, tools, etc. 
2. Written sources. These are books, newspapers and letters that have been written. 
3. Visual sources. These are photographs, maps and drawings. 
4. Oral sources.  These are stories told by people, songs and poems passed on to other 
 people.   
 

Activity RL1: Classify different kinds of information 

1. Study the sources labelled A to E on the next page.  

 a) Complete the table by ticking the correct boxes for each source. 

 b) In the last column, write down what information each source gives us about Mali long 

  ago. 

Source Written Visual Material Oral What the source tells us about Mali 
long ago 

A      
 
 

B      
 
 

C      
 
 

D      
 
 

E      
 
 

             [10] 

2. Define the following terms: 

 a) Griot ___________________________________________________________ [1] 

 b) Pilgrimage ______________________________________________________ [1] 

 c) Mansa _________________________________________________________ [1] 

 d) Islam __________________________________________________________ [1] 

 e) Archaeology ____________________________________________________ [1] 
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