
 

Maryvale College Primary 

Grade 7 Geography    

Lockdown-2.1: Locate places on a map using coordinates   

Read all the information below before you answer the questions in the activities that follows. 

Make sure you have done worksheets RL1 & RL2 before attempting this one, it provides 

the foundation. 

REVISION FROM GRADE 6 

✓ The lines of latitude and longitude cross each other forming a grid on the globe. 
✓ A pair of latitude and longitude is called a pair of coordinates, and it tells you the exact 

location of a place on the globe or map. 
✓ When we write down coordinates, we always write the latitude before the longitude. 
✓ All the lines of latitude above the equator are labelled N, and the ones below the equator 

are labelled S.  

  For example, 15°N or 15°S for north and south, respectively. 

✓ The equator is the primary line of latitude and so it is the starting point for measuring. It is 
0°. We do not write any letter because it is neither in the north or south, it is in the middle. 

✓ All lines of longitude to the left of the Greenwich Meridian are labelled W, and the ones to 
the right are labelled E.  

  For example, 30°W or 30°E for west and east, respectively. 

✓ The Greenwich Meridian is the primary line of longitude and so it is the starting point for 
measuring. It is 0°. We do not write any letter because it is neither in the east or west, it is 
in the middle. 

✓ When determining coordinates of a large area like a country on a map, always try to find a 
point that is almost in the middle of that country and give coordinates for it. This ensures 
that different people get answers that are close to each other. 

 

Example:  Give the coordinates (latitude and longitude) of the country D.R.C. on the map of 
  Africa on the next page. 

  Steps to work it out: 

 1. First look for the country on the map. Then mark a point in the middle of that  
  country. 

 2. Place a ruler on the line of latitude (horizontal line) that goes through the middle  
  point that you have marked in step 1 above, and read off the number in degrees at 
  the end of that line. 

  Note: if there is no line that goes through this central point, as is the case with  
  D.R.C., just look at the closest lines of latitude (horizontal lines) on either side of the 
  marked point and estimate how far you are between them.  

  In this example, the middle point of D.R.C. is between the 0°and 10°S lines of  
  latitude. It is about one fifth of the way from 0° to 10°S, at about 2°S.   
  Therefore the latitude for D.R.C. is 2°S. 

 3. Follow similar steps to determine the line of longitude (vertical line) that goes through 
  the middle of D.R.C. (through the point that you marked in Step 1).  



 

  In this example, the middle point is almost halfway between the 20°E and 30°E lines 
  of longitude, at about 25°E. 

  Therefore the longitude of D.R.C. is 25°E. 

 4. Write the co-ordinates down as “latitude, longitude”. Make sure to indicate the  
  correct letters next to the numbers. See the answer below. 

 Answer:  The coordinates of D.R.C. are 2°S, 25°E.  

 

Activity Lockdown 2.1 

Use the map of Africa below to answer the questions that follow. 

                                  
 

1. Name the ocean where the 0° lines of latitude and longitude cross. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ (1) 

2. Name the countries with the following coordinates: 

 2.1 20°S, 30°E ______________________________________________________  (1) 

 2.2 30°N, 10°W _____________________________________________________ (1) 



 

 2.3 30°S, 20°E _____________________________________________________ (1) 

3. Give the coordinates of the following countries: 

 3.1 Mauritania: ______________________________________________________ (2) 

 3.2 Chad: __________________________________________________________ (2) 

 3.3 South Africa: _____________________________________________________ (2)

 3.4 Gabon: _________________________________________________________ (2)

 3.5 Algeria: _________________________________________________________ (2) 

4. If you are in a place located at 10°S, 20°E and you travel 30° north, which country will you 

 find yourself in? ________________________________________________________ (1)

           Total marks: [15] 

  

  

 


