
 

Maryvale College Primary 

Grade 6 Geography   MEMO (ALL ANSWERS IN RED)  

Worksheet RL-1: Latitude and longitude 

 

 

Read all the information below before you answer the questions in the activity that follows. 

REVISION: LINES OF LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE 

 The globe is round like a ball, it is a sphere. It is used to represent the world, showing the 
continents and oceans. 

 Lines are drawn on the globe to help locate places. These lines are called lines of latitude 
and longitude. They make it easier to find places on a globe and on a map.  

 The lines of latitude and longitude are imaginary. 

 Lines of latitude go around the world from east to west. The Equator is the main line of 
latitude, and it divides the Earth into the northern and southern hemispheres. 

 Lines of longitude go around the world from north to south. The Greenwich Meridian is the 
main line of longitude, and it divides the Earth into the eastern and western hemispheres. 

 Lines of latitude     Lines of longitude 

                   

Lines of latitude 

 Lines of latitude tell us the distance away from the equator towards the North or South poles. 
 Lines of latitude are parallel to each other: they never meet. 
 Lines of latitude are numbered in degrees, from 0°at the Equator to 90° north at the North Pole 

and 90° south at the South Pole. 
 The furthest one can go north or south is 90°. 
 All the lines of latitude north of the Equator are written as the number in degrees plus N (e.g. 

15°N), and all the lines south of the Equator are written as the number plus S (e.g. 30°S). 

 



 

Lines of longitude 

 Lines of longitude tell us the distance away from the Greenwich Meridian towards the east and 
west. 

 Lines of longitude meet at the North and South Poles 
 Lines of longitude are numbered in degrees, from 0° at the Greenwich Meridian to 180° East or 

West. 
 Lines of longitude are also known as meridians. The Greenwich Meridian is also known as the 

Prime Meridian. 
 The furthest one can go west or east is 180°. 
 All the lines of longitude east of the Greenwich Meridian are written as the number in degrees 

plus E (e.g. 20°E), and all the lines west of the Greenwich Meridian are written as the number 
plus W (e.g. 180°W). 
 

NEW CONCEPTS: CO-ORDINATES 

- The lines of latitude and longitude cross each other forming a grid on the globe.  

   

- A pair of latitude and longitude is called a 
pair of co-ordinates, and it tells you the 
exact location of a place on the globe or 
map.  

- Each pair of co-ordinates is where the 

line of latitude meets the line of longitude.  

- See the red dot on the globe below: it is 

where the 40°N latitude meets the 30°W 

longitude. It is written as: 

  40°N, 30°W 

- We always write the latitude before the 
longitude. 

 

 

 

ACTIVITY RL 1 

After reading the above notes attentively, answer the questions below. If you get stuck, go back 

and read again, the answer is right there! ☺ 

1. Write in your own words what is meant by the following terms: 

 a) Latitude: Lines that run across the globe from east to west, and are parallel to the 
  equator. They tell the distance in degrees away from the equator towards the North 
  or South Poles.           (2) 

 b) Longitude: Lines that run from the North Pole to the South Pole. They tell the  
  distance away from the Greenwich Meridian towards the west of east.  (2) 

 c) Co-ordinates: A pair of numbers and letters that tell you the exact position of a place 
  or feature on the map.          (2) 

2. What is the latitude of the Equator?  0°.        (1) 



 

3. What is the longitude of the Greenwich Meridian?  0°.      (1) 

4. What is another name for Greenwich Meridian? Prime Meridian      (1) 

5.  What is another name for a meridian? line of longitude      (1) 

6. Your friend tells you that he was born in a country at latitude 95°N. Explain to your friend 
 why this is not possible. 

 There is no latitude 95°N. The furthest one can go either north or south is 90°. Therefore 
 the highest latitude is 90°N or 90°S.        (2) 

7. You are planning to visit a friend who has moved to another continent. She says she lives in 
 a town at latitude 60°E. Explain to your friend why that is not possible. 

 There is no latitude 60°E. Lines of latitude are in the north and south only, not east. (2) 

8. What is the highest possible longitude? 180°       (1) 

           Total marks: [15] 

 

 

    


