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SECTION A: COMPREHENSION 

1 Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow it. Remember to write in 

full sentences, unless another instruction is given. 

KEEPING COOL 

G.G. Cohen (adapted) 

1 The day is hot. Beads of sweat cover your face. Your mouth feels dry. The only thing you 

can think of is a tall glass of ice-cold water. Well, you are not alone. People have been 

thinking like this for ages – and they’ve been doing something about it.  

2 Some ancient people cooled their drinks with ice or snow. The Greeks thought that ice 

cooled the body and made it more active. Without ice, they thought a person became lazy. 

Rich Romans spent a lot of time and money to have ice during their hot summers. Slaves 

were sent up into the mountains where they packed snow and ice into straw-covered 

wagons. Then they hauled the wagons back to their masters. 

3 In Egypt there are few mountains and the air is always hot, so there is almost no snow or 

ice. The ancient Egyptians had other ways to cool their drinks. First, they boiled water, then 

they left it all night in clay pots to cool. In the morning, they wet the outside of the pots and 

then placed them in deep pits lined with reeds. The reeds and clay kept heat away from the 

water, keeping it cool for many days. 

4 In some parts of the world there is plenty of ice in Winter. The problem in the past was 

how to save this ice through the summer. 

5 In the early United States, George Washington used to have “ice harvests”. He would cut 

blocks of ice from the ponds near his home at Mount Vernon and then store it in icehouses, 

where it stayed as ice for months. 

6 By about 1850 many people in the United States were collecting ice. It was used not only 

to cool drinks, but also to keep food from spoiling. Butchers, fishermen and farmers needed 

ice. It kept their goods fresh before being shipped to market as well as on the way there too. 

7 Much of the ice came from the Hudson River, but some also came from the lakes in the 

north-east and from Canada. 

8 As soon as the ice in these areas reached a certain thickness, it was cut into blocks. A 

horse pulling a bar with sharp steel wheels went back and forth across the ice, cutting it 

into large blocks. 

9 After that workers cut the blocks loose using axes. Finally, the blocks were floated to 

icehouses on the shore. 
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10 The first icehouses were made of wood. This was fine when the ice was transported in 

horse-drawn wagons. However, when ice started to be transported by rail, the wooden 

icehouses became dangerous and had to be replaced. It was feared that sparks from the 

train engines would set the wood on fire. Brick icehouses were then built. They were more 

expensive, but they were safer. 

11 The brick buildings had double walls and thick roofs. Workers stacked the blocks of ice, 

leaving spaces in between them. This stopped the blocks from melting together. The ice was 

kept in the icehouses until it was needed. It could even be kept there throughout the 

summer. 

12 Much of the ice was shipped to tropical countries. First it was moved by train to a port 

and then loaded onto ships and packed into tin boxes covered with sheepskins. Weeks later 

the ship would dock and people could enjoy the relief of a cold drink on a hot day. 

1.1 For which of the following reasons have people tried to get ice and store it? Underline 

ALL the correct choices.       (2 x½ = 1) 

o To cool their drinks 

o To deaden pain during operations 

o To keep their bodies active 

1.2 How did the Romans ensure that they had ice for their hot summers?   (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.3 Why did the Egyptians have to find other ways to keep their water cool?  (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.4 Explain how the Egyptians cooled their water.      (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.5 What was the process involved in harvesting ice?     (3) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.6 Why were wooden icehouses considered to be dangerous once trains started 

transporting ice?          (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.7 What prevented ice blocks from melting together whilst being stored?   (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1.8 Why do you think that the tin boxes containing ice on ships were covered with 

sheepskins?           (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.9 Give another use for ice, other than cooling water or drinks.    (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.10 Give another word for the word hauled. (par 2)     (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

             

 

2 Read the poem and answer the questions about it. 

 

PITCH SWITCH 

Trevor Millum 

 

When you meet me on the street 

I’m clumsy on my feet. 

Is my footwork kinda neat? 

No. It’s not 

 

When you haul me back to school 

I’m the sort that acts the fool. 

Thinks he’s really cool. 

But he’s not. 

 

 

When you see me in the town 

Pretending I’m a clown –  

The smartest guy around? 

Am I? Not! 
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But when I’m on the pitch 

It’s like someone flicks a switch. 

When I get the ball 

I’m all of six feet tall 

And when I see the goal 

I’m really on a roll! 

I’m a hero! I’m a giant! 

I’m incredible! I’m defiant! 

I’m a thousand million billion times better than the rest! 

 

2.1 What is the sport being referred to in stanza 4 of the poem?    (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.2 Quote four words from throughout the poem that are linked to this sport.  (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.3 Where is the poet          (2) 

o In stanza 1  _____________________________________ 

o In stanza 2  _____________________________________ 

o In stanza 3  _____________________________________ 

o In stanza 4  _____________________________________ 

2.4 How does the poet feel about himself in stanzas 1 – 3?     (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.5 Quote from the poem to support your answer to 2.4.     (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.6 How does the poet feel about himself in stanza 4?     (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.7 Quote a metaphor from stanza 4.       (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.8 Give two examples of rhyme from the poem (i.e. four words)    (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2.9 The last line of the poem is an example of: (underline your choice)   (1) 

o Alliteration 

o Simile 

o hyperbole 

 

 

3 Look at the following table and answer the questions about it.   

TIME CHANNEL ONE CHANNEL TWO CHANNEL THREE 

8.00 News News City Life 

8.30 Weather Report Famous People News 

9.00 You Can Build It! Sid and Cindy Cooking with Bill 

9.30 Our Planet Football Space Travel 

10.00 Sport News Fashion Now 

 

3.1 What kind of schedule is this?        (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.2 Give a reason for your answer to 3.1.       (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.3 What time and on what channel could you view a cookery programme?  (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.4 Which programme could be about nature?      (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.5 How many times and at what times is The News aired?     (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

             

SECTION B: GRAMMAR 

 

4.1 Reread paragraph 10 of Keeping Cool and identify what part of speech each of the 

following words is:          (2) 

icehouse _________________________  horse-drawn _________________________ 

transported _________________________  dangerous _________________________ 
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4.2 As cool as a cucumber is an idiom. 

4.2.1 Explain what an idiom is.        (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.2.2 Explain what as cool as a cucumber means.      (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.3 Actions speak louder than words is a proverb. 

4.3.1 Explain what a proverb is.        (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.3.2 Give another example of a proverb.       (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.1 Identify the prefix or suffix in the following words by underlining it e.g. unemployed.(2) 

inactive boiled  finally  undone 

5.2 Make antonyms of the following words by adding a prefix to each one.   (2) 

behave  ____________________  legible  ________________________ 

tidy  ___________________  honest  ________________________ 

 

6.1 Rewrite the following sentences in indirect (reported) speech. 

6.1.1 “I am going to town in the morning,” said Mom.     (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  
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6.1.2 Dad asked, “When are you writing your Maths exam, Mbali?”   (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.2 Rewrite the following sentence in direct speech.      (2) 

Mrs Johnson told the grade sixes to hand their books in the next day. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7 Join the following sentences using a suitable conjunction. Do not use and or but. (2) 

7.1 Shiloh is watching TV. He hasn’t finished his homework yet. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.2 The streets are full of puddles. It has been raining all day. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


