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Dear Grade 5 learners. Here is your work for week 3 of the lockdown. I 
hope you are keeping all your work to bring back to school on your return. Our theme this week 
and next week is Crazes. Crazes come and go, but some kind of crazes always seem to be 
around. This week and next, you will find out about past and present crazes, maybe you’ll even 
start a new one? 
 
Monday 13 April - Creative Writing  
 
I know that all of you love to dance. You are going to think, write and dance for the next hour or 
so. I want you to write down your own dance instructions. 

1. You need to work out five basic steps 
2. Write out one instruction for each step. 
3. Test with anyone at home to see if your instructions are easy to follow and understand. 

 
 
I will give you an example. Don’t copy it, it is for line dancing. Follow these instructions to work 
this dance out. Try it if you want. 

1. Stand in rows - about five people in each row - the rows must be one behind the other. 
2. With your right leg, step forward and bring your feet together. 
3. With your left leg, step backwards and bring your feet together. 
4. With the right leg, take a step to the side and bring your feet together. 
5. Clap your hands twice, quickly. 
6. Jump around and face the wall on your left. 
7. Repeat from the beginning. 

 
Instructions: Write the date: 13 April and heading: My Dance. Write down 5 steps or 
instructions for your dance. If you need more steps, write more steps. On your return to school, 
your class will try out your dance to see how well you explained it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 14 April - Comprehension   
 
Read the following short story and answer the questions that follow. 
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Crazes, past and present 
 
Joshua, who is now a grandfather, can remember many crazes that were around when he was 
young.  
 

Joshua’s story. 
 
One craze I can remember was the craze for playing with cards. I was seven, and all the kids 
were swept up by it. We didn’t actually play with the cards, well, not proper card games. It didn’t 
matter whether it was an ace or a six, spades, clubs or diamonds - what was important were the 
pictures on the backs of the cards, and how many different kinds you had. We would spend our 
break times collecting, swapping and trading. 
 
After a few weeks it ended. The cards vanished. Nobody cared about cards anymore. Nobody 
knew where they went, nobody knew where they’d come from. Peace for a while. 
 

 
Then along came the marbles - cats’ eyes, goens (the really big ones), red devils, misties, 
junkies, ironies and spaghettis! An amazing variety of marbles. These you didn’t trade: you had 
to win them, in complicated games involving flicking and rolling skills, games which somehow 
everyone knew already, nobody had to be taught. 

 
The silkworm craze came around every year. It all started with yellow silk cocoons in a shoebox 
with holes in the lid. After a while the moths would ‘hatch’ their way out, lovely white furry moths 
with wings too small and weak to fly. After a while the females would lay eggs, then they’d all 
die. It took a moth or so for the eggs to hatch, producing a swarm of tiny black silkworms 
(caterpillars actually). We had to raid a nearby mulberry tree for a supply of leaves to feed these 
hungry caterpillars. They grew fast and fat, until there were a few dozen large grey silkworms 
with huge appetites. It was already a bit of relief when they started spinning in a corner of the 
shoebox and eventually it vanished into their cocoons. On cycle was usually enough - you’d 
give the cocoons away, and give the mulberry bush a break. Another fad over - for a while. 
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After reading Joshua’s story answer the following questions in full sentences, unless instructed 
otherwise. 
 

1. List all the crazes that Joshua mentions. (3) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

2. How old was Joshua when he played with cards? (1) 
______________________________________________________________________ 

3. When did Joshua manage to collect, swap and trade with cards/ (1) 
______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Name four types of marbles that Joshua played with?  (½ x4 = 2) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

5. What type of tree supplied the hungry caterpillars with leaves? (1) 
______________________________________________________________________ 

6. The cycle of the silkworm is a complicated one. Read the paragraph on silkworms again 
and draw the life cycle and label it. Start with the moth. Here is a list of a few words to 
help you. (6) 
  
Every year       moths hatch       lay eggs      eggs hatch      silkworms       mulberry 
leaves              grow fat              spinning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Do you have a craze at the moment or did you ever have a craze? Describe your craze 
in three to four sentences. (4) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

8. Nigel calls the silkworm craze a fad. Fad is a synonym for craze. Fill in the vowels to find 
more synonyms. The first one has been done for you. (½ x4=2) 
obsession           f-sh--n         tr-nd           r-g-            th-ng     
 

9. The idiom in line 1 and 2 reads the kids were all swept up by it. What does it mean? (2) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

10. In the paragraph on the silkworm craze find two adjectives to describe the cocoons.  
(½ x2=1) 
_____________________________________________________________________   

11. In the paragraph on the silkworm craze find two adjectives to describe the moths.  
(½ x2=1) 
______________________________________________________________________ 

12. In the paragraph on the silkworm craze find two adjectives to describe the silkworms. 
 (½ x2=1) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Total 25 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 15 April - Grammar 
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VERBS, VERBS, VERBS 
 
Last term you did nouns. This term it is verbs. 
 
An action verb is a word that shows action, for example The cobbler sews the shoe. 
 

1. Circle which word is the action verb in the sentence below.  
1. A cobbler makes a pair of shoes. 
2. He stretches the leather. 
3. He draws a shape. 
4. A machine sews the piece of leather. 
5. It stitches a design on the shoe.  

 
2. Choose the correct verb by underlining the correct action verb in brackets. 

1. My class (visited, obeyed) a sneaker factory. 
2. Hundreds of people (make, sing) sneakers. 
3. Wally and Kira (work, sing) there. 
4. They (wear, pile) the cloth on the table. 
5. A sharp tool (hangs, walks) on the table. 
6. The tool (faces, traces) a pattern. 
7. A big machine (holds, likes) the leather. 

 
Read the next paragraph and learn the rules before you go back to school. 
Verbs in the present tense follow these rules. 
 
A verb can show action. The tense of a verb tells us when the action will take place. A verb in 
the present tense tells us that something is happening now. There are rules we need to follow 
when we use verbs in the present tense. 

● Add s to most verbs. The magnet sick(s) to metal. 
● Add es to verbs that end in sh, ch, ss, s, zz or x. Joe watches the compass. 
● Change y to i and es to verbs that end with a consonant and y. Joe carry (carries) his 

compass on hikes. 
 
Thursday 16 April - Spelling  
 
Here are your words for this week. 
 

Week 7 Sight words, "shun" words, and academic vocabulary  

1. February 
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 2. discard 

 3. valley 

 4. freight 

 5. canter 

 6. vocabulary  

 7. aware 

 8. trouble  

 9. situation  

 10. station  

 11. description  

12. prescription  

13. subscription 

14. fashion  

15. introduction  

16. dedication  

17. divisible  

18. factor  

19. composite  
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20. greatest  

1 Answer the questions using your spelling list. 

a) Name the three verbs in the list of spelling words. (3) 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

b) Name four words that end with the suffix ion. (½ x4 = 2) 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

c) There are eight words in the spelling list that end in the suffix ion. Choose one 
word and write a sentence with it to show its meaning. (2) 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

d) List two words that are used in your Maths syllabus. (½ x2 = 1) 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

e) Find the superlative for the word great. (1) 
________________________________________________________________ 

f) The word February is listed in your spelling this week. What letter is silent? (1) 
________________________________________________________________ 

Total 10 

 

Friday 17 April - Reading  

Today you need to read for 45 minutes to an hour. If you are struggling to find 
something to read, read the following. 

Games that last 

 
Some games come and go, some stay around ‘forever.’ There are some games that 

have been played for generations, for example skipping. 

This skipping song is sung in Sesotho, English and isiZulu. Can you tell which part is 

Sesotho and which is isiZulu? Read the song out aloud. 
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Antoni, ke bo mang bale? Antoni, ke bo Lettia 

Antoni, ba etsang mola? Antoni, ba tlola kgatsi. 

One!Mamlenze mamlenze 

Two! Mamlenze mamlenze 

Three! Out Side! 

 

Antoni, who is that? Antoni, that’s Lettia 

Antoni, what is she doing? Antoni, she is skipping. 

One! Mamlenze mamlenze 

Two! Mamlenze manlenze 

Three! You’re out! 

 

More games to play  

 

 

 

 

Imagine a world without Tamagotchis, marbles or cards and sticker packs. What would 
you play? Read the story to find out what some children did. 

All the magic in the world by Wendy Hartmann 

Every Friday evening, Inathi, Thando, Abiel, Brooklyn and Ntombi played in the street or 
yard. If it had rained, they made mud on their feet and paraded past the chickens, 
making silly noises. 

If it was cold, they crowded around the roadworker’s drum to watch the orange flames 
lick at the damp air. Firelight painted them gold and warm. Sometimes they talked about 
Joseph, the odd-job man. Joseph always had a tin.“For my special things,” he told them. 
But they laughed. “Silly old Joseph,” they whispered, “picking up junk to keep in the tin.” 

One evening, Inathi, Thando and Brooklyn climbed the milkwood tree to hang like 
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monkeys in the branches, and Abiel drew pictures in the sand. But Ntombi stood at the 
gate.Ntombi was teased because she stumbled on stairs and fell out of trees. Little 
Ntombi always tripped over her own feet.  

She twanged out music with a piece of broken wire, pulling it back and letting it go so 
that it hit the metal sign. She turned towards Joseph. He sat alone at the corner of his 
shop with his tin on his lap. Lena crept closer. He smiled at her. 

“It’s my special tin,” he said. “There’s nothing in it to spend or to eat. But …” And she sat 
down to listen. Out of the tin he pulled an old piece of string. It was twisted full of knots. 
“This was around a package,” he said, “and then it was thrown away.” He carefully 
undid all the knots and tied the two ends of the string together. “But look, it can make 
pictures.” 

“A cup and saucer,” said Lena. “A house … Magic!” The others ran to see. Joseph took 
Lena’s hand. In it he placed a shell, pearly white and smooth. Its empty insides held the 
sound of the sea. They heard it whisper when they pressed the shell close to their ears. 
And when they shut their eyes tight, they could almost smell the salt on the waves. 

Then Joseph shook the tin. It made a mysterious sound. “Look,” he said, emptying a 
fistful of pull-tops onto the ground. Rings gleamed in the evening light and shiny 
tongues curled on the sand. 

He sent Abiel for a piece of flat wood and Inathi for a smooth round stone. Then he 
hammered and bent and hammered and bent, all the while telling his story. “I was lucky 
to find these.” He winked at Ntombi. “You know when they are all put together, they 
become a magic chain. And anyone who wears it” - he bent the last link - “becomes a 
princess.” 

Joseph got up and stood in front of Ntombi. He put the silver chain around her neck and 
bowed low. 

“Your Highness,” he said. 

Her Royal Highness Princess Ntombi curtsied. She smiled a princess’s smile and 
walked around Thando and Brooklyn, her arms outstretched, her head held high. The 
silver chain glittered around her neck and everyone saw how graceful she was. 
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She danced a little dance like the wind across the wheat fields. 

“You have magic in that tin,” she whispered. 

“No, Ntombi,” said Joseph. “There is no magic in my tin. All the magic in the world is not 
found in tins.” 

“Where is it found then?” the children asked. 

Joseph smiled. “You’ve seen the things - things I pick up here and there.” They nodded. 

“You saw the shell?” 

 

“Yes,” they said, “we heard the sea.” 

“You saw the pull-tops.” 

“Yes.”. 
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“And you saw the princess.” 

Joseph shut the tin. 

“So you tell me where the magic is found.”  

 

Memo for week 3 - Use this to check your work. Mark in bright red or green or any 
colour different to what you have written in. 

Monday 13 April - Creative Writing 

1. 5 steps - 10 
2. Instructions for each step. Easy to understand and follow? - 10 
3. Grammar correct - 10 (-½ for each error) 
4. Spelling correct - 10 (-½ for each error) 
5. Effort, neatness and presentation - 10. 

50-5=10. 

Tuesday 14 April - Comprehension 

1. Cards, marbles and silkworms. (3) 
2. Seven (1) 
3. Break times during school. 
4. Cats’ eyes, goens, red devils, misties, junkies, ironies, spaghettis (any 4).(½ 

x4=2) 
5. Mulberry tree (1) 
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6. Moths hatch - lay eggs - eggs hatch into caterpillars - eat mulberry leaves - grow 
fat - spin cocoons - cocoons hatch into moths. (6) 

7. Any craze. Any four appropriate sentences. (4) 
8. Fashion. Trend. Rage.Thing.(½ x4=2) 
9. influenced , dragged into the craze. Follow everyone else. (2) 
10. Yellow silk (1) 
11. White furry (1) 
12. Large grey (1) 

Wednesday 15 April - Grammar 

1. Makes 
2. Stretches 
3. Draws 
4. Sews 
5. Stitches 
1. Visited 
2. Make 
3. Work 
4. Pile 
5. Hangs 
6. Traces 
7. Holds 

Thursday 16 April - Spelling 

1.a) discard, canter, aware (3) 

b) situation, station, description, prescription, subscription, fashion, introduction, 
dedication. (any 4 for 2 marks) 

c) any sentence that makes sense and shows the meaning of the word. (2) 

d) factor, composite, divisible. (any 2 for one mark). 

e) greatest (1) 

f) ‘r’ (1) 
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Friday 17 April - Reading 

Enjoy your reading 


