
 

Maryvale College Primary 

Grade 5 Geography   MEMO (ALL ANSWERS IN RED) 

Worksheet RL-2: Africa, our continent  

Read all the information below before you answer the questions in the activities that 
follows. 

REVISION 

   Eight points of the compass 

                            

 A compass is an instrument that is used to show direction. 
 The four main points of the compass are the north, east, south and west. These are called 

the cardinal points. Cardinal means ‘very important’ or ‘the main’. 
 The points between the cardinal points are called intermediate points.  
 The compass is usually drawn on a map to show what direction different places or features 

are on the map. 

Activity RL 2.1 Determine directions 

       

1. Use the dots labelled A to F in the box above and the compass to answer the questions. 

 1.1 What is the direction of: 

  a)  A from C? southwest   b)  C from A? northeast 

  c)  D from B? north 

 1.2 a)  C is south of E.    b)  C is northwest of B.   (5) 
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NEW INFORMATION: Africa, our continent 

Study the map of Africa below and revise the map of the world on the previous worksheet RL 1, 
showing the position of Africa. 

 Political map of Africa 

                 

 N.B. The red line is the equator. 

Facts about Africa: 

 Africa is the second biggest continent in the world. Only Asia is bigger than it. 
 Africa lies on the equator. 
 Africa is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean on the west, the Indian Ocean on the east, and 

the Mediterranean Sea on the north. 
 Africa has 54 countries, each with its own government and leader. Each country has a 

capital city. However, a few countries have more than one capital city. 
 Algeria is the biggest country. It takes up about 7% of the continent. 
 The countries are separated from each other by different types of borders. A border marks 

where one country ends and another begins. Some of the borders are natural features such 
as rivers, mountains, lakes, etc. Others have man-made or artificial borders. 

 Many of the countries have a coastline. They have the sea on one of their borders. 
 Some countries are landlocked. They have no coastline and are completely surrounded by 

land (other countries). 
 Africa has the longest river in the world (Nile River) and the hottest hot desert in the 

world (Sahara Desert). 
 



 

 

 

Activity RL 2:  

Use the map on page 2 to answer these questions. 

1 Identify four coastal countries north of the equator.           ANY FOUR OF:           

 Equatorial Guinea, Cameroon, Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Sierra 

Leone, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Gambia,Senegal, Mauritania, Western Sahara, Canary 

Islands, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti and Ethiopia    (4) 

2 List three coastal countries that lie on the equator. 

 a) _____Gabon_ b) ____Somalia__ 

 c) ____Kenya__ and Congo        (3) 

3 Name three landlocked countries that lie south of the equator. ANY THREE OF: 

 Rwanda, Burundi, Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland. (3) 

4 Name two islands that lie east of Africa. ANY TWO OF: 

 Madagascar, Mauritius, Seychelles and Comoros       (2) 

                    Total marks: [12] 

 

Key words 

1. border: a line that separates one country from another 

2. capital city: an important city in a country where the government works from 

3. coastline: the place where the land and sea meet. Countries that have a coastline 

are sometimes referred to as coastal countries. 

4. country: an area of land ruled by a government 

5. island: a piece of land (smaller than a continent) surrounded by water 

6. landlocked: when a country has borders with other countries and not with a sea or 

ocean 

7. neighbours: people or countries close to one another in space 

8. political map: a map which  


