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Worksheet RL-1: MAP SKILLS - Our World 

 

 

Read all the information below before you answer the questions in the activity that follows. 

NOTES 

 The planet Earth, our world, is shaped like a ball. It is a sphere (it is round). 

 Although most maps are drawn on flat pieces of paper, the world is not really flat. 

 The most appropriate way of representing the world is on a globe. 

 The two points at the top and bottom of the globe are called the poles: the North Pole and 
the South Pole.  

 The Equator is an imaginary line that divides the Earth into two halves between the poles.  

 The top half is called the northern hemisphere and the bottom half is called the southern 
hemisphere.  See the diagram of the globe below. 

                                                    

 Water takes up about 72% of the Earth’s surface. This water makes up the oceans, seas, 
rivers and lakes. There are five oceans: 

  1. Pacific Ocean   2. Atlantic Ocean  3. Indian Ocean 

  4. Arctic Ocean   5. Antarctic (also known as Southern) Ocean 

 The rest of the Earth’s surface (about 28%) is large pieces of land called continents. There 
are seven continents: 

  1. Africa  2. Antarctica   3. Asia  4. Australia  

  5. Europe  6. North America   7. South America 

 The continent we live in is Africa. 

 Look at the map of the world on the next page to see the position of Africa. 
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Activity RL-1 

Use the above notes and diagrams to answer these questions. 

1. Which of the five oceans is not labelled on the above map of the world? 

 Antarctic (Southern) Ocean         (1) 

2. Which two continents are bordered by (share a border with) the Pacific and Atlantic 

 Oceans?  

 North America and South America         (2) 

3. Name the horizontal line drawn in red on the above map of the world. 

 Equator            (1) 

4. Which continent has the same name as a country?  

 Australia            (1) 

5. Name two continents that are only found in the Southern Hemisphere. 

 Antarctica and Australia          (1) 

6. Name two continents that are only found in the Northern Hemisphere. 

 North America and Europe          (2) 

7. List three continents that are found in both hemispheres. 

 Africa; Asia; South America         (3) 

8. Which ocean is found: 

 a) west of Africa? Atlantic Ocean         (1) 

 b) east of Africa? Indian Ocean         (1) 

9. Name the continent found at the South Pole. Antarctica     (1) 

10. Which continent is found north of Africa? Europe      (1) 

           Total marks = [15] 


