
Grade 5 Life Skills 

Lesson 15 

Judaism- The Passover 

In Judaism, Passover, or Pesach, celebrates the freedom of the Jews from 

slavery in ancient Egypt. Thousands of years ago the early Jews, called 

Israelites, moved to Egypt, where they became slaves of the Egyptians. It is 

believed that Moses was chosen to go to the pharaoh, or king of Egypt, to 

demand that he free the Israelites from slavery. The pharaoh said no, so God 

sent down 10 plagues (or punishments) to force the king to change his mind. 

The word Passover comes from the 10th plague, in which the firstborn sons of 

the Egyptians were killed. The Israelites were spared from the plague because 

Moses had told them to mark their door posts so that the angel of death 

would pass over them. The son of Egypt’s pharaoh died from the plague. In 

his grief the pharaoh ordered Moses and the Jews to leave Egypt. 

The festival of Passover is one of great joy. It takes place for about one week 

in March or April. A special family meal called a seder is held the first and 

sometimes the second night of Passover. Before the meal the story of 

Passover is told through the songs and prayer of the Haggadah, which is the 

book used during the seder. The most important food of the holiday is matzo, 

which is a bread made with only flour and water. It is unleavened, which 

means that it is flat. This reminds the Jews of the bread the Israelites took with 

them when they fled Egypt for freedom. They did not have time to let it rise 

because they were in a hurry to leave. 

Use the words in the box below to complete the sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frogs  lamb’s blood  Israel  boils  firstborn children   

Passover  plagues   Moses   slavery 

 Egypt  hail 

Pharaoh 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Judaism/353327


___________________________ is one of the most important festivals for Jewish 

people. At this time people remember how the children of 

____________________ were led out of _____________________ in 

__________________. 

The leader of the Israelites was ___________________. Moses went to see 

_______________________, the king of Egypt, to ask him to release the Israelites 

from slavery. Pharaoh refused. 

God sent terrible ______________________ to punish Pharaoh. He sent 

____________________, _____________________ and even 

_________________________. But still Pharaoh would not let the children of Israel 

go. 

At last God sent one last plague. He would make all 

_________________________ die. To protect the Israelites, God told Moses that 

they should put ___________________   _______________________ over their 

doors. God could “pass over” the doors of the Israelites, so they would not be 

harmed. That is why the festival is called Passover. 


