
 

 
 

 
 
Dear Grade 5 English parents and guardians,  
 
The lockdown has impacted all of our lives in different ways. To make sure Maryvale students 
keep up with the English curriculum, I have set activities for the first two weeks we will miss. 
Please read the instructions carefully and complete the worksheets. I will mark and assess all 
activities on my return. Where possible I will send a memo, and as parents or guardians please 
assess how your child is doing. If not, your child can mark his/her own work. At the same time, if 
you are unable to complete a task please don’t worry, I will explain it in due course. 
 
Our setwork book for this term is The Abominators by J. L. Smith. If you have a copy at home, 
your son/daughter needs to read silently for an hour every Friday. If not, any book/magazine or 
reading material on the iPad they like to read. Alternatively, I have a poem for them to read for 
this week. It is keeping with our theme - food.  
 
English is taught every day. Monday is Creative Writing, Tuesday - Grammar, Wednesday - 
Comprehension, Thursday - Spelling and Dictionary Work and Friday Reading and general 
tests. Obviously, depending on the timetable some classes might have spelling tests on a 
Thursday, and occasionally not all classes follow this schedule. 
 
Encourage your child to read every day. Children who read do better in every subject from 
History to Mathematics.  
 
Wishing you good health and successful home learning. Please note this is week 1 only. 
 
Kind Regards 
Mrs Glover  
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Week 1 of home learning. Grade 5 English - Our theme for term 2 is Food. 
 
Monday 30  March - Creative Writing. 
 
Please write on lined paper and we will simply paste into our books on return to school. 
Remember to write the date, heading and underline neatly with a ruler. When the activity is 
finished rule it off again. 
 
In the final week of term 1, students were asked to write a paragraph on their craziest or 
favourite food, and a picture was drawn - and for those who did it well it was laminated. They 
will see their pictures hanging in my classroom on their return. This was discussed, and most 
students completed the task. If you haven’t please complete. All grade 5 English students know 
what to do. 
************ 
Now, your task for this week is to design your own menu. The rubric - how I will assess and 
mark it and according to which criteria will follow at the end of the activities. Read through it so 
you know what I am looking for when you design and write your menu. 
 
Instructions. Read carefully and slowly. If you have ever been to a restaurant for breakfast, you 
will know that you can order different kinds of breakfasts, for example; 

● The Health breakfast: fruit, yoghurt, muesli and orange juice. 
● The Continental breakfast: croissant, preserves (jam, honey etc) and coffee. 
● The English breakfast: bacon, sausage, egg, toast and tea or coffee. 

 
 

1. Design your own breakfast menu. Choose your favourite breakfast. It might be a 
typical South African Breakfast. Make sure that it has  

● A catchy name 
● Various types of breakfast foods 
● Drinks e.g. tea, coffee, milk or hot chocolate. 
● A price for each breakfast. 

 
Use a plain piece of paper, make it bright and colourful. Watch your spelling and above all make 
it look scrumptious. I look forward to marking your excellent menus! See the rubric at the end of 
the activities to know what I am looking for. 
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Tuesday 31 March - Grammar 
 
Day two of learning at home. Today is Alphabetical Order and should keep you busy for just 
over an hour. Thinking caps on please!  
 
Instructions: The words in the dictionary are arranged in alphabetical order. 
 
 
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 
 
 
Words beginning with the letter a comes first, but even these are arranged in a certain order 
which is determined by succeeding letters in the word. 
 
Examples 
1st letter    annual comes before centre because a comes before c 
2nd letter   dark comes before desk because a comes before e 
3rd letter    pedal comes before perch because d comes before r 
4th letter    real comes before reap because l comes before p 
5th letter    screen comes before screw because e comes before w  
 
Exercise: On a piece of lined paper arrange the words in alphabetical order according to 
whether they are the first, second, third, fourth or fifth letter. You do not write out the question. 
Simply the date: 30 March and Heading: Alphabetical Order. Rearrange the words in the right 
order. You don’t have to know the meanings of the words. 
 
 
1st letter 

1. herald, arch, zebra, marble, jolly 
2. plague, dainty, trough, youth, inkwell 
3. chair, wheel, nerve, rake, glacier 

 
2nd letter 

4. measles, music, march, monk, middle 
5. dormouse, drag, ditch, duke, defend 
6. heart, halt, hurry, horse, hinder 

 
3rd letter 

7. drop, drudge, drill, drain, dress 
8. flush, flash, flour, fresh, flint 
9. spend, sponge, spur, spill, space 
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4th letter 
10. shrink, shrapnel, shrug, shred, shroud 
11. brook, brother, brown, broad, broke 
12. lane, lantern, lance, land, language 

 
5th letter 

13. strict, string, stripe, stride, strike  
14. strange, straw, straggle, strap, straight 
15. Porter, portrait, portion, portable, portmanteau 

 
 
(Question 13 is a challenge. Go to the letter before e in stripe, stride and strike and use these 
letters to find the right alphabetical order. Write neatly). 
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Wednesday April 1 - Comprehension 
 
Read the story by Andrew Frinkle (above) and then answer the following questions using full 
sentences, unless instructed otherwise. You may answer on the question paper. 
 

1. List four foods and two drinks that Ethan liked.  They tasted so good, but his Mom said 
they contained too much sugar.  ( Look in paragraph 1 for the answer ) (3) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

2. In a full sentence describe the unhealthy breakfast that Ethan ate. (2) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Look up the meaning of the word cavity in your dictionary. What does it mean? (1) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Look in the text to find the plural of the word cavity. (line 14) (1) 
______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why is it not healthy to eat junk food? Look in the comprehension to find the answer. 
(lines 20 - 23). (2) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

6. What are snacks according to Ethan’s Mom? (line 25-26)  (1) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

7. Describe in a full sentence what kind of food Ethan’s Mom considers to be a healthy 
breakfast. (line 27) (1) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

8. Describe a healthy lunchbox you would like to eat at school when you return. It must 
include three healthy foods and one healthy drink (4) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Total 15 
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Thursday April 2- Spelling  
 
Every week we have a list of words that we need to learn for our spelling test. Here are your 
words for this week. After you have learnt them I will ask you to write sentences with five of the 
words. You can practice saying the words and spelling them. 
 
Week 5 - Spelling list to learn  
 
Sight words, the suffix -able, and academic vocabulary  

1. beetle  

2. jewellery  

3. avenue  

4. climb  

5. wrote  

6. Minnesota  

7. continue  

8. launch  

9. active  

10. passive  

11. sprint  

12. allowable  

13. suitable  

14. distinguishable  

15. preferable  

16. debatable  

17. matter  

18. gaseous  

19. solidify  

20. petroleum  
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Instructions; Minnesota is a state in America. See if you can find it on the map. Now, write five 
sentences with the following words. You may write on the paper, or if you cannot print simply 
write on a piece of lined paper with the Date April 2 and heading Spelling. Remember neat 
writing, underline and rule off. Your sentences must explain the word. 
 

1. climb 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

2. launch 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

3. sprint 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

4. suitable 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

5. petroleum 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Friday April 3 - Reading 
 
For those who do not know what to read here is a poem for you to enjoy. 
 
 
 

The Centipede’s Song – Roald Dahl 

 
 
‘I’ve eaten many strange and scrumptious dishes in my time, 

Like jellied gnats and dandyprats and earwigs cooked in slime, 

And mice with rice – they’re really nice 

When roasted in their prime. 
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(But don’t forget to sprinkle them with just a pinch of grime.) 

‘I’ve eaten fresh mudburgers by the greatest cooks there are, 

And scrambled dregs and stinkbugs’ eggs and hornets stewed in tar, 

And pails of snails and lizards’ tails, 

And beetles by the jar. 

(A beetle is improved by just a splash of vinegar.) 

‘I often eat boiled slobbages. They’re grand when served beside 

Minced doodlebugs and curried slugs. And have you ever tried 

Mosquitoes’ toes and wampfish roes 

Most delicately fried? 

(The only trouble is they disagree with my inside.) 

‘I’m mad for crispy wasp-stings on a piece of buttered toast, 

And pickled spines of porcupines. And then a gorgeous roast 

Of dragon’s flesh, well hung, not fresh – 

It costs a pound at most, 

(And comes to you in barrels if you order it by post.) 
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‘I crave the tasty tentacles of octopi for tea 

I like hot-dogs, I LOVE hot-frogs, and surely you’ll agree 

A plate of soil with engine oil’s 

A super recipe. 

(I hardly need to mention that it’s practically free.) 

‘For dinner on my birthday shall I tell you what I chose: 

Hot noodles made from poodles on a slice of garden hose – 

And a rather smelly jelly 

Made of armadillo’s toes. 

(The jelly is delicious, but you have to hold your nose.) 

‘Now comes,’the Centipede declared,’the burden of my speech: 

These foods are rare beyond compare – some are right out of reach; 

But there’s no doubt I’d go without 

A million plates of each 

For one small mite, 

One tiny bite 
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Of this FANTASTIC PEACH! 

 

 

Thank you grade fives for working so hard. Stay safe and have a peaceful weekend.  
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Memo and rubrics 
 
 
Monday 30  March - Creative Writing. 
 
 

 
Tuesday 31 March - Grammar 
 
Give yourself one mark for each line you get correct. If one is in the wrong order, it is 
wrong. You need five words in the right order for one mark. 
 

1. arch, herald, jolly, marble, zebra 
2. dainty, inkwell, plague, trough, youth 
3. chair, glacier, nerve, rake, wheel 
4. march, measles, middle, monk, music 
5. defend, ditch, dormouse, duke, drag 
6. halt, heart, hinder, horse, hurry 
7. drain, dress, drill, drop, drudge 
8. flash, flesh, flint, flour, flush 
9. space, spend, spill, sponge, spur 
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10.shred, shroud, shrug, shrink, sharpen 
11.broad, broke, brook, brother, brown 
12. lance, land, lane, language, lantern 
13.stride, strike, stripe, string, strict 
14.straggle, strange, straight, strap, straw 
15.portable, porter, portion, portmanteau, portrait 

 
 
Wednesday April 1 - Comprehension 
 
Answers. 

1. Ethan liked to eat chicken nuggets, pizza fries and burgers. He liked to drink 
milkshakes and cola. (½ x 6 = 3) 

2. Ethan liked juice, super rainbow sugar sprinkle Krispies and a doughnut. (2)  
3. The meaning of the word cavity is an empty space within a solid object. (1) 
4. Cavities. (1) 
5. You need good food for healthy teeth, eyes and even your brain. (2) 
6. Snacks are occasional treats. (1) 
7. A healthy breakfast is an egg, toast without jam, bacon, some fresh fruit and a 

glass of milk. (1) 
8. Any option as long as it is healthy. For example a cheese sandwich, dried fruit 

with an apple and water. (4) 
 
Remember you need to source the answer from the comprehension. 
 
Thursday April 2- Spelling  
 
Your sentences must explain the word. 
 

1. Climb - The boys put on their shorts and sneakers and climbed the hill so that 
they were able to view the entire town below. 

2. Launch - Five, four three, two, one …. Liftoff! NASA was ready to launch its new 
rocket to Mars. 

3. Sprint - Out top sprinter in Athletics is Akemi in grade 5.  
4. Suitable - If you go to church on Sunday make sure you wear suitable clothing. 
5. Petroleum - Petrol is another name for petroleum and occurs naturally as a liquid 

beneath the earth’s surface. 
● Minnesota is a midwestern US state bordering Canada and Lake Superior. The 

state contains more than 10 000 lakes. 
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