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Maryvale College  Grade 5 Geography  Map skills – Physical Features of Africa – Rivers 

 

 

 

Physical features of 

Africa 

Rivers of Africa 
 The longest rivers of Africa are: 

- The Nile River 

- The Congo River 

- The Zambezi River  

- The Limpopo River  

- Gariep-Orange River 

 The Nile River is the longest in the 

world 

Africa’s waterfalls 
 There are at least 49 waterfalls in Africa 

 Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe is the biggest 

in Africa. Also called “Mosi-oa-Thunya” = 

smoke that thunders. 

 Maletsunyana Falls is the highest single 

drop waterfall in Southern Africa 

 Kongou Falls in Gabon is the widest in 

Africa 

Africa’s mountains 
 Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania is the highest 

in Africa (5 895m). It was one of the largest 

volcanoes with three peaks. Two of the 

peaks are extinct volcanoes and the third is 

dormant (sleeping). 

 Mount Kenya is the second highest in Africa. 

It has 3 summits and 12 glaciers (slowly 

moving rivers of ice). 

 Thabana Ntlenyana in Lesotho is the highest 

in Southern Africa. It is part of the 

Drakensberg mountain range. Its name 

means “little beautiful mountain”. 

Africa’s deserts and lakes 
 The Sahara Desert in North Africa is the 

largest hot desert in the world. Forms 

part of 10 countries. 

 Lake Victoria in is the second largest 

freshwater lake in the world, and the 

largest in Africa. The Nile River begins 

here. The lake is twice the size of 

Lesotho. 

 Lake Tanganyika between DRC and 

Tanzania is the world’s longest 

freshwater lake. 

 

 
Maletsunyane Falls in Lesotho 

 

Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe & Zambia 
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Activity 1 – Physical features of Africa 

Study the map of Africa below showing the rivers and lakes. Then answer the 

questions below. Read the summary on Page 1 as well. 

 To see the names of the countries, refer to the political map of Africa on 

worksheet RL2 sent previously. 

      

The rivers and lakes of Africa. The red dashed line is the equator. The rivers are shown as 

thick blue lines, and the lakes are the light blue patches within the map of Africa. 

1. Name a lake that is on the equator. _______________________________ [1] 

2. How high is the highest peak (mountain) in Africa? __________________ [1] 

3. Which river forms a border between South Africa Botswana and Limpopo? 

 ____________________________________________________________ [1] 

4. Name the river that has its origins in Lake Victoria. ___________________ [1] 
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5. Give the name of the river that crosses the equator twice. _____________ [1]  

6. Use the names in bold below to complete the paragraph. You may use the 

 same name twice where necessary. 

  Zambezi South Africa   Nile Zimbabwe   

   Lesotho Zambia Namibia  

 The Gariep-Orange River starts in the landlocked country of a) ____________. 

 It then flows westwards and across the country of b) ____________________. 

 The last part of this river marks the border between c) ___________________ 

 and d) __________________ . 

 The Victoria Falls is on the e) _______________ River. This waterfall is on the 

 border between f) ____________________ and g)__________________ .  [7] 

7. Look at the picture of the Victoria Falls on the first page and explain in your 

 own words why its local name is “Mosi-oa-Thunya”, which means “smoke that 

 thunders”. (Hint: places are sometimes named according to how they look, 

 sound, feel or what they represent to those who name them). 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________ [3] 

         Total marks:  [15] 

RIVERS – where they begin and end – river systems 

 

Vocabulary – Rivers  

Physical map – a map which shows the natural features of an area, such as 
mountains, rivers and lakes. 

Waterfall – a place where a stream or a river falls over a steep drop or cliff. 

Stream – a small river 

Tributary – a stream or river that flows into a bigger river.  

Source – the start of a river or stream. 

Mouth – where a river flows into the sea. 

Catchment area – the area where a river and its tributaries collect water from. 

River system – all the rivers and streams in a catchment area 

Downhill – going down from a high place to low place. For example, going from the 
top of a hill to the bottom of a hill 
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 All rivers, big or small, start in high places and end in low places. They start on 

mountains and flow down to the sea. Small rivers flow into big rivers. 

 A river begins when water from rain, melting snow / ice or underground springs 

collects into a river or small streams. 

 Each big river flows from its source in the mountains and flows downhill towards 

the sea, where it ends. The end of the river where it opens into the sea is called 

its mouth. 

 Along the way, big rivers are joined by smaller rivers, tributaries that flow into 

them. 

 A river may start as a small stream and gradually become bigger as it flows down 

through the land. Closer to the mouth the river is bigger.  

 Some rivers branch into several small rivers just before they open into the sea. 

This area is called the river delta. 

 The whole area where the river collects its water from is called its catchment 

area. This is the land that is drained by the river and its tributaries. It’s called a 

catchment area because this is where the river and its tributaries “catch” the 

water from the rain, melting snow and from underground. 

 Together the river and streams (tributaries) in the same catchment area make up 

a river system. 

 

Diagram of a river system. 

The yellow circle shows the catchment area, the area drained by the river and its tributary. 
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