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Dear girls, boys, parents and guardians, 

Grade 5 week 13 

 

There is at last clarity about our imminent return to school. Please look out for emails and 

newsletters from Mrs Smith for dates on your return to class. In the meantime, continue working 

with Seesaw and the website.  

 

Well done, Grade 5’s. You have all worked well during this lockdown. I am looking forward to 

your safe return. The grade 7’s are presently settling in well. 

 

Lots and lots of love 

 

Mrs Glover 

 

We continue with our theme journeys. But, this time we embark on a journey with animals.  

 

Well, you are almost at the end of your lockdown ‘journey’ as you prepare to start school again. 

This is a good time to look back and think about how much you have learnt and changed during 

this lockdown at home and to remember some of the highs and lows you have experienced. It is 

also an opportunity to make resolutions and plans for the future. 
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Monday 22 June - Creative Writing 

Look back and reflect  

 

1. Take a moment to complete these sentences ... 

 

My hardest challenge during lockdown was … 

My proudest moment during lockdown was … 

The funniest thing that happened to me during lockdown was … 

The most important thing that I learnt about myself during lockdown was … 

My aim once I get to school is to … 

 

● Please note the three dots … are called an ellipsis. It doesn’t mean to be continued, but 

to fill in the missing information. Please complete the sentences with your own thoughts.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________



3 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday 23  to Thursday 25 June - Reading, Comprehension and Grammar  

The next two days will be based on the following extract. It will include reading, comprehension 

and language/grammar. 

 

The incredible journey is a story about three domestic animals, two dogs and a cat that travelled 

together across nearly 500 kilometres of the wild Canadian Northland in search of their owner. 

Read about how their journey began. 

 

Extracts from The Incredible Journey by Sheila Burnford 

 

 

 

On the eve of the Incredible Journey, in the middle of September, Longridge sat by a crackling 

log fire in his comfortable library … 

It was a peaceful room and the only sound was the occasional crackling from the logs or the 

rustling of a newspaper, the pages of which Longridge turned with some difficulty, for a slender 

wheat-coloured Siamese cat was curled on his knee, chocolate coloured front paws curled in 

towards one another, staring at the fire, and occasionally blinking sapphire blue eyes. 

On the floor, his scarred, bony head resting on one of the man’s feet, lay an old white English 

bull terrier. His slant, almond-shaped eyes were closed and one large triangular ear caught the 

firelight, flushing the inside a delicate pink, so that it appeared almost translucent … 

He twitched and sighed often in his sleep as old dogs will, and for once his shabby tail with the 

bare patch on the last joint was still. 

By the door lay another dog, nose on paws, golden eyes open and watchful in contrast to the 

peacefulness radiated by the other occupants of the room. This was a large, sturdy Labrador 
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retriever, a young dog with a red-gold coat and a broad noble head with a deep, blunt, gentle 

mouth … 

 

(Having planned a weekend trip away, and needing to remind Mrs Oakes, the housekeeper, of a 

few things, John Longridge sat down at the desk and drew out a small memo pad.) 

 

Dear Mrs Oakes (he wrote) 

Please order some more coffee and replace the canned food I’ve taken with me. Don’t worry yourself too much over 
the animals - I’m sure they will be fine. I will take them  

 

Here he came to the end of the small square of paper, and taking another piece he continued … 

 

out for a run before I leave, and will give them something to eat. 
 
(Longridge left the pages on the desk under a glass of paperweight and made his way upstairs 

to bed.) 

 

...He slept at last and the dreaming curious moon peeped in at the window to throw shafts of 

pale light into the rooms and over each of the sleeping occupants. They woke the cat 

downstairs, who stretched and yawned, then leaped without visible effort onto the window sill, 

his gleaming eyes, with their slight cast, wide open and enormous, and only the tip of his tail 

twitching as he sat motionless, staring into the garden. Presently, he turned and with a single, 

graceful bound crossed to the desk; but for once he was careless and his hind leg knocked the 

glass paperweight to the floor. He shook the offending leg vigorously and scattered the pages of 

Longridge’s note, sending one page off the desk into the air where it caught the upward current 

of hot air from the wall register and sailed across the room to land in the fireplace. Here it slowly 

curled and browned, until nothing remained of the writing but the almost illegible signature at the 

bottom … 

 

(The next morning Longridge started the car and waved to the animals out of the window as he 

slowly drove down the drive.) 

 

… Twenty minutes passed by and on move was made; then suddenly the young dog rose, 

stretched himself, and stood looking intently down the drive. He remained like this for several 

minutes, while the cat watched closely, one leg still pointing upwards, then slowly walked down 

the driveway and stood at the curve, looking back as though inviting the others to follow. 

The old dog rose too now, somewhat stiffly, and followed. Together they turned the corner out of 

sight. 

The cat remained utterly still for a full minute, blue eyes blazing in the dark mask, then, with a 

curious hesitating run, he set off in pursuit. 

… About an hour later Mrs Oakes walked up the driveway from her cottage, carrying a string 

bag with her working shoes and apron, and a little parcel of tid-bits for the animals. 
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Read the extract and write the answer.You need not use full sentences, just give the answer. 

1. At what time of the year did the story begin? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do you know that it was cold? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why did Longridge leave Mrs Oakes a note? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. How do you know that Mrs Oakes was expecting to see the animals? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why do you think the animals decided to go? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

6. The extract mentions something that might make their journey difficult. What is this? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

7. In the first extract, the author has tried to create an atmosphere of comfort and security. 

a) What words has he used to do this? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

b) How do you think the conditions might change in the future for the animals? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Total 8 
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Grammar with words: meanings, synonyms and antonyms 

 

1.Find the following words in the passage. Then look them up  in your dictionary and 

choose the meaning that best fits the context. (the words that come before or after a 

particular word word or phrase and help to fix its meaning) 

 

1. a) flushing __________________________________________________   

b) noble____________________________________________________ 

c) occupants ________________________________________________   

d) pursuit __________________________________________________ 

                          

2. Find a synonym in the passage for the following words: 

a) shining ____________________ b) inquisitive________________ 

                              3. Find an antonym for these words:  

                                  a) careful ________________________ b) legible ___________________ 

 

Tenses 

 

1. This story is written in the simple past tense. You can tell this by looking at the verbs. 

Change sentences a to d below from the simple past tense to the simple future tense by 

changing the verb, for example: He sat down in the chair with the cat on his lap. 

                                                                He will sit down on the chair with the cat on his lap. 

 

 

 

● The rule for future tense is we add the auxiliary or helping verb will and then put the 

main verb into the present tense. 

 

 

 

1. Change these sentences into the future tense. 

                                                                   

a) He planned to go away for the 

weekend._____________________________________________________________ 

b) Before going to bed he wrote a note to Mrs 

Oakes.________________________________________________________________ 

c) They watched the car drive away and turn the 

bend.__________________________________________________________________ 

d) Mrs Oakes walked up the driveway expecting to see the 

animals._______________________________________________________________ 
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2. Today I am going to introduce you to a new tense. Past continuous  

 Thinking caps on! You will recognise the continuous tense as it ends 

in ing. But it needs an auxiliary verb/helping verb plus a main verb. A continuous tense which 

can be in the present, past or future, shows that the action is still happening. For example: He is 

sitting (present continuous)  means he is sitting right now! If I change he is sitting to he was 

sitting, I am changing the present continuous to the past continuous. How did I do it? I change 

the helping verb is to was and I add the main verb which ends in ing. 

 

The past continuous = help verb to be in past tense + main verb + ing 

 

Change these four sentences into the past continuous (from the simple past) 

 

a) He planned to go away for the weekend. (* planned becomes was planning*) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

b) Before going to bed, he wrote a note to Mrs Oakes. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

c) They watched the car drive away and turn the bend. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

d) Mrs Oakes walked up the driveway, expecting to see the animals. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Now that you have learnt the past continuous, what do you think the future continuous might 

look like? Yes, your help verb is will + be+ main verb with ing. For example: He was sitting 

changes to he will be sitting.  

 

Change these four sentences into the future continuous (from the past continuous). 

 

a) He was planning to go away for the weekend. (* will be planning*) 

______________________________________________________________ 



8 

b) Before going to bed, he was writing a note to Mrs 

Oakes.________________________________________________________________ 

c) They were watching the car drive away and turn the 

bend.__________________________________________________________________ 

d) Mrs Oakes was walking up the driveway, expecting to see the animals. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 For those who want to read further, research the Incredible Journey 

by Sheila Burnford. It is a classic tale of three domestic animals who form an unbreakable bond 

and show immense courage and perseverance as they travel 500 kms across the wild Canadian 

Northland in search of their owners 
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Friday 26 June - Spelling 

Sight words, polysyllabic -ing, and academic vocabulary  

1. sense 2. Canada 3. substitute 4. famous 5. giant 6. colonel 7. improving 8. upsetting 9. 

exciting 10. branches 11. editing 12. entering 13. exiting 14. limiting 15. suffering 16. threatening 

17. speculating 18. property 19. representation 20. suffrage. 

Read the words carefully, and then look up the meanings of those you don’t understand. Now, 

fill in the missing words using the words from your spelling list. 

1. The book, The Incredible Journey, by Sheila Burnford takes place in which country? 

________________. 

2. When we add the suffix ing to a verb, we change it to be in the continuous tense. Eg 

phoning. Find two verbs from the spelling list that end in ing and make a sentence with 

them to explain their meaning. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Find an antonym for tiny/small ______________________. 

4. The right to vote in a political election. ______________________. 

5. If we replace a sports player during a match he/she is known as the . 

_____________________. 

6. To see, feel, taste, hear and touch are one of your five _____________________. 

7. I brought a magnificent ______________ in Highlands North with a swimming pool and 

tennis court. 

8. The ________________ of the tree with all its green leaves give shade on a sunny day.  

9. Nelson Mandela is a world icon and ______________ throughout the world. 

10. ____________________ , a rank of officer in the army and in the US air force, above a 

lieutenant colonel and below a brigadier or brigadier general. 
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June 22 to 26 June - Memo for week 13 

Monday June 21 - Creative Writing 

Own sentences. Once again use your creative mind and watch spelling and grammar. 

Creativity - 10 

Spelling - 10 (-½ for every incorrect spelling) 

Grammar - 10 (-½  for every incorrect grammar) 

 

Tuesday 22 June - Comprehension 

1. The middle of September. (1) 

2. The fire. (1) 

3. He was going away, and needed to inform his housekeeper about the dogs. (1) 

4. She carried a parcel of tid-bits for the animals. (1) 

5. They wanted to find their owner. (1) 

6. The ‘dark mask’. The darkness and the cold. (1) 

7. 7a) comfortable and peaceful. (1)  b) less tranquil and more dangerous. (1) 

Total 8 

 

Grammar 

1. Meaning  

a) flushing - redden 

b) noble - aristocratic 

c) occupants - residents 

d) pursuit - follow. 

2.Synonym 

a) Shining - translucent 

b) Inquisitive - curious 

3 Antonym 

a) Careful - careless 

b) Legible - illegible 
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Tenses 

1a) He will plan to go away for the weekend. 

b) He will write. 

c) They will watch 

d) Mrs Oakes will walk 

2a) was planning 

b) was writing 

c) was watching 

d) was walking 

3a) will be planning 

b) he will be writing 

c) They will be watching 

d) will be walking 

 

Friday 25 June - Spelling 

1. Canada 

2. You can choose from the following - improving, upsetting, editing, entering, exiting, 

limiting, suffering, threatening or speculating. 

3. Giant 

4. Suffrage 

5. Substitute 

6. Senses 

7. Property 

8. Branches 

9. Famous  

See you soon!  


