
 

Maryvale College Primary 

Grade 4  History MEMO (ALL ANSWERS IN RED)  

Lockdown-2: Nelson Mandela and Mahatma Gandhi: examples of good leaders   

IMPORTANT READING 

Nelson Mandela was an example of a good leader. Below is a shortened timeline of Mandela’s life. 

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela’s timeline 

1918 Rolihlahla (Nelson) Mandela was born on July 18, in Mveso near Umtata, Eastern Cape, South Africa. His 
father was a Xhosa chief. Mandela grew up looking after his family sheep and goats. Rolihlahla means 
“stirring up trouble” in Xhosa. 

1925  He went to school in Qunu. On his first day at school, the teacher gave him the name Nelson.  

1927 Mandela’s father died. Mandela’s uncle became his guardian. 

1939- 

1940 

Mandela studied at Fort Hare University, but was suspended for taking part in a student protest. In 1941 
he moved to Johannesburg, escaping a marriage arrangement made by his uncle. 

1942 

 

Mandela began attending African National Congress (ANC), a revolutionary group that fought apartheid 
(laws enforcing racial separation and oppression in South Africa).  

1943 He studied law at the University of the Witwatersrand. 

1944 Mandela helped found (start) the African National Congress Youth League (ANCYL).  He married Evelyn 
Ntoko Mase (they had 4 children). 

1956  Arrested and charged with treason along with many other ANC leaders and delegates in a trial that was 
to drag on until 1961. Finally acquitted (found not guilty) in 1961. 

1958 Divorced Evelyn, then married Nomzamo Winnie Madikizela (they had 2 children). 

1960  The ANC and PAC are banned. 

1961 After the treason trial ended, Mandela went underground (worked secretly), travelling to other 
countries to get support for the ANC’s military wing: Umkhonto we Sizwe.  

1962 Shortly after returning to South Africa in 1962, he was arrested for leaving the country without 
permission and for motivating people to go on strike in 1961. He was sentenced to 5 years in prison. 

1964  Sentenced to life in prison (with eleven other ANC members) for their fight against apartheid in South 
Africa. 

1990  Released from prison on February 11 after 27 years behind bars. Apartheid was repealed (ended). 

1993  Mandela was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize (along with F. W. de Klerk, the last president of the 
Apartheid government). 

1994 Mandela became South Africa’s first black President. Also, the first democratically elected President of 
South Africa. 

Published his autobiography, "Long Walk to Freedom". Divorced his second wife Winnie. 

1995  The Truth and Reconciliation Commission was formed (chaired by Archbishop Desmond Tutu). 

1998  Mandela married his third wife Graca Machel (on July 18, his 80th birthday). 

2013  Nelson Mandela died on December 5 at age 95. 

 

Carefully and slowly read all the text before attempting the questions. 



 

Mandela stood up against apartheid (against the government that separated people based on their race) 

 

 Nelson Mandela thought that the apartheid laws were unfair and he believed in standing up for 

what was right.  

 Mandela was a lawyer and he used his knowledge to help people who were arrested for breaking 

the unfair apartheid laws. He worked in his own law firm with his friend Oliver Tambo. 

 He encouraged people to protest (complain) peacefully (without violence) against the unfair laws. 

 One of the apartheid laws was that black men should carry their “pass books” everywhere 

they went. They were arrested if they did not have their pass books on them when stopped 

by the police. This was unfair. 

 Mandela and the ANC organised for black men to burn their pass books to show the 

government how much they hated that law.  

 He led by example: he burnt his pass book too (26 March 1960). See photo below. 

                            
 Mandela and his ANC comrades knew that they were doing something wrong according to 

the apartheid government and would get into trouble for it. But they were brave and were 

prepared to stand up for what was right for all people. This is what Mandela said: 

 “The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.”  

 Mandela made speeches across the country about the unfair apartheid laws, but the government 

soon noticed him and did not like what he was doing. They stopped (banned) him from making 

speeches or having meetings. 

 They arrested him and sent him to prison. He was accused of treason: plotting against the 

government.         

Mandela learned how to be a good leader from a young age: 

 Mandela learned to become a leader from his experiences growing up, watching how others led 
and also listening to stories his mother told him: 

  He learned that you must never embarrass another person because that will make them 
suffer. He learned this lesson after he felt embarassed in front of his friends when he fell off 
a donkey as a young boy. 

In 1948, the South African government made many new laws that separated white people 

from black, coloured and Indian people. White people had privileges that the others did 

not have. They had the best of everything: land, jobs, schools, hospitals, transport…etc. 

This system of government was called apartheid. 



 

 He learned to listen to other people. He learned this lesson from watching how his uncle 
who was a chief used to give other people a chance to speak first, and he would be last to 
talk. 

 Mandela learned that you must help other people without expecting anything in return. 
This he learned from the story his mother told him about an old blind woman who turned 
into a very beautiful young woman after a kind man stopped to help clean sores from her 
eyes.  

 Mandela worked hard and studied law so that he could help those who were not treated fairly. 

 He joined the ANC to fight against the apartheid government which had laws that discriminated 
against black people and gave all the privileges to white people only. 

Below is the famous speech that Nelson Mandela made from the dock (in court) during the Rivonia Trial 
in 1964: 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity L2.1: Nelson Mandela 

Read all the notes from page 1 to 3 above. Then answer these questions. 

1.  What was Mandela’s real first name? ____Rolihlahla__________________________________ (1) 

2.  In your own words, explain what apartheid is. _Government laws that separated people according 

 to their race. / Rules that gave white people more privileges than black people._____________ (2) 

3. What sentence in Mandela’s famous speech at the Rivonia trial tells us that he was prepared to 

 sacrifice his life for others?  “But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die."___ (2) 

4. How many years was Mandela in prison for? _________27 years________________________ (1) 

5. In what year did Mandela become South Africa’s first democratic president? ____1994_______ (2) 

             Total marks: [8] 

    

 

 

 "I have fought against white domination 

(power), and I have fought against black 

domination (power). I have cherished 

(valued) the ideal of a democratic and free 

society in which all persons live together in 

harmony and with equal opportunities 

(chances). It is an ideal which I hope to 

live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it 

is an ideal for which I am prepared to 

die."      

Please note the second activity on the next page 



 

Activity L2.2: A puzzle on Nelson Mandela 

Complete the following crossword puzzle about Mandela (adapted from: vodacom.mytopdog.co.za). All the 

answers can be found in the notes above. 

 The clues are given below the chart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clues across 

1.  The name Rolihlahla means “stirring up t…” (7 letters) 

4.  Another word for “domination” is p... (5 letters) 

6.  In 1994, Mandela became the first black P… of South Africa. (9 letters) 

8.  Mandela spent his childhood in the Eastern C… (4 letters) 

9.  Nelson Mandela was a son of a Xhosa c… (5 letters) 

10.  O… Tambo worked with Mandela in his law firm in Johannesburg. (6 letters). 

Clues down 

2.   Nelson Mandela studied at university to become a l… (6 letters) 

3.   Mandela was one of the leaders of the A…National Congress Youth League. (7 letters) 

5.   Mandela protested against the unfair system of a… in South Africa. (9 letters) 

7.   Mandela was given the name Nelson by a t… at the mission school he attended. (7 letters). 
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