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Maryvale College Primary   

Grade 4 History    

Worksheet RL-1: Qualities of Good Leaders  

  
A good leader is a person who has the following qualities: 

• listen to others 

• helps others 

• is patient 

• shares the decision making and works with a team 

• stands up for what is right 

• respects others 

• is prepared to give up something for the sake of others 

• sets a good example for others to follow 

 Nelson Mandela and Mahatma Gandhi are two examples of good leaders that were going 

 to learn about this term. 

Activity RL-1 

1. Read the information about these two leaders (Mandela and Gandhi) on the next page and 

 then answer the question below. 

2. Write a list of qualities of a good leader each one has according to the information given or 

 based on what you have heard about them. 

 

Nelson Mandela (good qualities)    Mahatma Gandhi (good qualities) 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 
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Source A 

 

 Source B 

 

Nelson Mandela 

In 1962, Mandela was convicted and sentenced to five years    imprisonment. His 

statement from the dock in the Rivonia Trial ends with these words:  

  

         "I have fought against white domination (power), and I have fought against 

black domination (power). I have cherished (valued) the ideal of a democratic and 

free society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal 

opportunities (chances). It is an ideal which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if 

needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die."   

 

Released (free) on 11 February 1990 and in 1991, at the first national conference of 

the ANC held inside South Africa after being banned for decades, Nelson Mandela 

was elected President of the ANC while his lifelong friend and colleague, Oliver 

Tambo, became the organisation's National Chairperson. At the first national 

conference of the ANC held inside South Africa after being banned (forbidden) for 

decades, Nelson 

Mandela was elected (chosen) President of the ANC. In 1994 Nelson Mandela 

became the President of South Africa.  

 

Taken from http://www.places co.za/html/bio_n_mandela.html,10 February 2012 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Mahatma Gandhi left his family behind in India and set off for South Africa, arriving 

in British-governed Natal in 1893. It was in South Africa that Gandhi transformed 

(changed) from a very quiet and shy man to a resilient (strong) and potent (powerful) 

leader against discrimination.  

  
 When Gandhi boarded the first train of his journey at the Pietermaritzburg station, 

railroad officials told Gandhi that he needed to be transferred to the third-class 

passenger carriage. The first class coaches on trains were kept only for whites. When 
Gandhi refused to move, policemen came and threw him off the train. Gandhi decided 

that he could not let these injustices (discrimination) continue and he was going to 

fight to change this situation. He spent the next twenty years working to better 

Indians’ rights in South Africa. Gandhi became the leader of the Indian community in 

South Africa.  

 
Taken from http://history 1900s.about.com/od/people/a/Gandhi(accessed 28 February 2014) 

leader against discrimination.  

  

  
 

 


