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Maryvale College Primary 

Grade 4  History  

Lockdown-3: Mahatma Gandhi, an example of a good leader 

 

 

 

Gandhi’s full names are Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi.  

He got the name “Mahatma” later on in his life for his good works 
(leadership).  

Mahatma means “Great Soul” in Hindi. 

 

 

Read the following summary of Gandhi’s life, extracted and adapted from 
www.sahistory.org.za . Then answer the questions that follow. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s early life and education 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born to a wealthy Hindu family on 2nd October 1869, 
in Porbandar, India. His father was a lawyer and an important government official. India 
was ruled by the British. Gandhi was a shy person. He loved reading books. 

When Gandhi was thirteen, he was married to Kasturbai, who was also thirteen years old. 
This was a common custom in India. They had four sons. In September 1888 Gandhi sailed 
to England to study law. He spent three years in London.  Gandhi returned to India in 1891 
after successfully completing his degree.  

Back in India, Gandhi tried to work as a lawyer, but his law practice was not successful. 
While he was still thinking about what to do, he was offered a job as a lawyer for an Indian 
business firm in South Africa. 

Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa 

• Indians came to South Africa in 1860. These were mostly very poor people who could 
not make a living in India. They worked on sugarcane farms owned by white people 
in Natal. They were treated badly and were paid very low wages. There were lots of 
unfair laws against Indians and all other non-whites. 

• Some wealthy Indians also came to South Africa to set up businesses. An example of 
such businesses was owned by Dada Abdulla, who was a merchant (a trader). Abdulla 
is the one who had offered Gandhi the job as a lawyer here in South Africa. 

• Gandhi arrived in Durban, South Africa in 1893.  

Carefully and slowly read all the notes before attempting the questions. 

http://www.sahistory.org.za/
https://www.sahistory.org.za/places/durban
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• In June, Dada Abdulla asked him to take a train trip to Pretoria, Transvaal, a journey 
which first took Gandhi to Pietermaritzburg, Natal.  

• Gandhi sat in the first-class compartment of the train, as he had bought a first-class 
ticket. A white person who entered the compartment rushed to call the railway 
officials, who ordered Gandhi to move out of the compartment, since Indians and 
other non-whites were not allowed in first-class compartments. Gandhi protested 
(complained) and showed his ticket. As Gandhi refused to move out, a white police 
officer pushed him out of the train, and his luggage was thrown out on to the 
platform. The train steamed away, leaving Gandhi shocked and stranded in the 
winter cold.  

• This experience made Gandhi think very hard: should he go back to India or should he 
stay in South Africa and fight for his rights and the rights of the Indian people in 
South Africa? He chose to stay. 

• Gandhi personally experienced many other acts of discrimination in South Africa. He 
also saw how other people who were not white were treated. These made him even 
more determined to fight for the rights of the Indian people in South Africa, but in a 
peaceful way.  

Gandhi stood up for the rights of Indians in South Africa 

• Gandhi wanted to change the unfair laws without using violence. He called this way 
of fighting Satyagraha. This is a Hindi word that means ‘the force that comes from 
truth and love or non-violence’. Gandhi read a lot of religious books and his 
Satyagraha approach was influenced by Hindu religion. 

• He taught people how to use Satyagraha. 

Satyagraha: how to practice it 

✓ A person using Satyagraha would resist the injustice by refusing to follow an unfair 
law. In doing so, he would not be angry, and would not fight back if someone 
fought him physically. He would not use bad language even if someone insulted 
him or took his property.  

✓ A person using Satyagraha would never take advantage of an opponent's 
problems. The goal was not to have a winner or loser, but to make sure that all 
would eventually see and understand the "truth" and agree to change the unfair 
law. 

• Gandhi led many peaceful protests in South Africa, getting arrested may times over the 
years. But he never gave up. Many Indians were also arrested for not obeying the unfair 
laws. One example of Gandhi’s many protests is the Great March in 1913. 
✓ In 1913 the white government wanted to make Indians pay a special tax, which 

was unfair. Therefore the Indian workers decided to stop working to show that 
they were not happy. 

✓ Gandhi led thousands of people on a peaceful protest against this unfair tax law, 
and these included 127 women, 57 children and 2037 men. This protest was 
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called the Great March. They marched all the way from Durban to Johannesburg. 
Gandhi was arrested and released three times during the march. 

• Some of the laws that Gandhi fought against were changed, showing that it was possible 
to use peaceful protests to bring good change.  

• Gandhi spent 20 years in South Africa, helping to fight racial discrimination (treating 
people differently because of their race). 

Gandhi goes back to India 

• In July 1914, Gandhi left South Africa to go back to India. He arrived in India in 1915 
after he stopped for a few months in England. 

• Gandhi's struggles and triumphs in South Africa had been reported in the worldwide 
press. By the time he reached home, in India, he was a national hero. He was given the 
name Mahatma (‘Great Soul”). 

• Back in India, Gandhi continued his non-violent fight for human rights, and he led many 
protests.  

• On 12 March 1930, Gandhi led hundreds of Indian people on a peaceful march to 
protest the British law that required the Indian people to buy expensive salt brought 
from Britain. 
✓ They marched to the coast where they picked sea salt. The march took 23 days.  

• With his assistance through peaceful protests, India gained its independence from the 
British rule in 1947. That is, India was now free to govern itself. 

• Gandhi also tried to solve the fighting between Indian Muslims and Indian Hindus. 

• On 30 January 1948, Gandhi was assassinated (killed) by an angry Hindu man who as 
upset that Gandhi did not hate Muslim Indians. Gandhi was himself Hindu, but he did 
not hate Muslims. 

Leadership qualities of Nelson Mandela and Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Leadership qualities of Nelson Mandela Leadership qualities of Mahatma Gandhi 

• stood up for what was right 

• encouraged peace 

• sacrificed his freedom for the sake of 
others 

• was humble 

• prepared to die for what was right 

• he never claimed credit for himself, he 
constantly acknowledged and thanked 
those who had fought with him 

• stood up for what was right 

• encouraged peace 

• prepared to sacrifice his freedom for 
others 

• was humble 

• prepared to die for what was right (he 
actually died for his belief in peace) 

• Set an example for people to follow: he 
lived a simple lifestyle and treated 
others with respect 

 

 



Page 4 of 4 
 

ACTIVITY 3: Gandhi’s life 

After reading all the notes above, please answer the following questions. 

3.1 Complete the following timeline for Gandhi’s life based on some of the most 
 important events in his life. Fill in all the blank spaces by writing the year (first 
 column) or the event (second column). The first one has been done for you. [10] 

Mohandas Karamchand (Mahatma) Gandhi’s timeline 

Year What happened in this year 

1869 Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born in India 

1888 
 

 
Gandhi returned home to India after completing his law degree in London 

 
Gandhi came to South Africa 

 
Gandhi was thrown out of a train in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa 

1913 
 

 
Gandhi left South Africa for good 

1915 
 

 
Gandhi led the salt march in India 

1947 
 

 
Gandhi was assassinated (killed) 

 

3.2 Define the following terms: 

 3.2.1 Mahatma _____________________________________________________ [1] 

 3.2.2 Satyagraha ____________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________ [2] 

 3.2.3 Racial discrimination ____________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________ [2] 

           Total marks: [15] 


