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Maryvale College  Grade 4 Geography – Map skills – summary 1 

 

 

 

What is a map? 
• A drawing of an area from 

above 

• Shows where places or 

things are 

Side views and plan views 
• view = a way of seeing something 

• plan = a drawing of something as 

seen from above (also called a bird’s 

eye view) 

• plan view = what you see when you 

look at something from above 

• side view = what you see when you 

look at something from the side 

 

Symbols and keys 
• symbol = a simple picture, sign or 

letter that represents something on a 

map 

• key = a list or table on a map that 

explains what each symbol on the 

map means 

Grid references 
• grid = a pattern of straight lines that cross 

over each other to form blocks 

• grid reference = numbers and letters on a 

grid 

• Some grids are labelled with numbers across 

the top or bottom and letters down the side. 

So they are called alpha-numeric grids 

• When writing a grid reference, start with the 

alphabet and then the number. e.g. The grid 

reference for the dog on the right is C4 

Compass directions 
• Direction = the way someone or 

something is pointing or moving 

• Compass = an instrument that shows 

direction 

• The four main compass directions are 

North, South, East and West. They 

are called cardinal points. 

• These directions help you find your 

way on a map.   



pg. 2 
 

Activity 1 – Map skills 

1. Draw the plan views of the mug and Wendy house below. 

Side view Plan view 

  

 

 

 

           [2] 

2. Use the map below to answer the questions that follow. 

 

2.1 Give the grid reference for: 

 2.1.1 The school __________________________    [1] 

 2.2.2 The post office ________________________    [1] 

 2.2.3 Lake Street ___________________________    [1] 
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2.2 If you are at the school, what compass direction is the house from you? 

 ______________________________________________________  [1] 

2.3 What compass direction is the police station from the post office? 

 ______________________________________________________  [1] 

3. Read the information in the box and then answer the questions. Write short answers only. 

 

3.1 If you stand with your back facing the north, which side of your body (left or right) does the 

 sun rise? ____________________________________________________ [1] 

3.2 Which side of your body does the sun set? _________________________ [1] 

3.3 Name the four cardinal points of the compass 

 ____________________________________________________________ [4] 

3.4 Answer True or False to the following statements. If the statement is false, explain why it is 

 false. 

 a)  In South Africa, the sun rises in the east and sets in the west.     [3] 

  True or False: __________ 

  Explain (if necessary): _________________________________________________ 

 b)  In America the sun rises in the west and sets in the east.  

  True or False: ___________ 

  Explain (if necessary): _________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Determining compass directions using the sun 

 The sun always rises in the east and sets in the west, no matter where you 

are in the world. 

 To find out where the north, east, south and west are, do the following: 

 Go outside the house when the sun rises in the morning. 

 Stand with both arms stretched straight out to the sides, with your 

right hand pointing where the sun rises and your left hand pointing to 

the opposite side. 

 Where your right hand is pointing is the east. Your left hand is pointing 

to the west. 

 North is in front of you (where you are facing). South is behind you. 

You can do this anywhere in the world to be able to tell the compass directions. 


