
 

Maryvale College Primary 

Grade 4 Geography    

Worksheet RL-2: People and their needs  

Read all the information below before you answer the questions in the activity that follows. 

VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Definitions 

1. Basic needs are the things that all people must have in order to stay alive. These include 
 resources and services. 

  For example, water, food, shelter (a home) and medical care. 

2. Resources are things we need to do things or make things.  

  For example, water, food, air, building materials for a shelter, energy or fuel for  
  cooking, etc. 

3. Services are things that people do for others in order for them to meet their needs.  

  For example, providing water, electricity, sanitation, clinics / hospitals, schools,  
  streetlights, libraries, tarred roads, police station, fire station, telephones, etc 

 4. Sanitation is the removal of waste from people’s homes or places of work.  

  For example, removing waste from toilets, dirty water from bath/shower or sinks, etc 

   

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How people meet their needs (resources and services) 

1. Water: Some people get water from the tap in their homes. Others fetch water from the 
 river, wells, boreholes or water tanks. 

2. Food: A few people, especially in rural areas, grow their own food (farming). Most people 
 buy food. 

3. Shelter: People build, buy or rent houses to live in.  Some people live in shacks made of 
 corrugated iron. There are some who do not have shelter and live on the streets. 

We need water and food to stay alive and healthy 

We need a place (shelter) to sleep, away from the cold and 

harsh weather conditions   

We need clothes to keep us warm 

We need energy (fuel) to cook food, boil water, and to light 

our houses  

Most people have to be employed so that they can be able to pay for the resources and services 

they need. Some of these needs are more difficult to find in rural areas than in urban areas. 

Basic needs  

 



 

4. Energy / fuel: Some places have electricity and people use this to cook food, boil water, 
 light the houses, etc. In places where there is no electricity, people use paraffin, wood or 
 gas to meet their energy needs. 

5. Health care: People go to a clinic or hospital when they are sick. In rural areas however, 
 people have to walk long distances to get health services. 

6. Transport: People use cars, taxis, buses, trains, or planes to get from one place to 
 another. Some have to walk long distances because transport is not available or is too 
 expensive. 

 

Activity RL 2: People and their needs  

1. List any three things that people need to stay alive. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ (3) 

2. Explain in your own words what is meant by ‘basic needs’. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

                    

  Source A, Taken from Viva Social Sciences Learner’s Book 

3. Look at the pictures in Source A above and answer the questions below.  

 3.1 Make a list of all the services shown in the pictures (the order is not important). 

  1. _____________________________ 2. _____________________________  

  3. _____________________________ 4. _____________________________ 



 

  5. _____________________________ 6. _____________________________ 

  7. _____________________________ 8. _____________________________ (8) 

 

 3.2 Which services in your opinion are the most important – the ones that people cannot 
  do without? Explain why. 

  ________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4. Look at the following pictures numbered 1 to 5 and then answer the questions. 

 

               

  Source B, Taken from Viva Social Sciences Learner’s Book 

 4.1 Which pictures can be considered resources? 

  ________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 4.2 Which pictures do you think can be considered services? 

  ________________________________________________________________ (3)                

 

           Total marks: [20] 


