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Grade 4 week 8 English  

 

 

 

 

Good day boys and girls, 

 

I am hoping with all my heart that by the time you get this work there is a chance we will be at 

school ; if not, about to be at school.  I am sure you are working just as well as you've always 

been over this very, very long holiday. 

 

Our theme for the moment is Storytime! Stories feed our imagination to teach us about life.One 

day, perhaps, you will tell your children the story of the Corona Virus and how it came to change 

your life for a while? Maybe, you will have some positive stories to tell. It might not be all bad. 

 

Have a good week, and hope to see you all soon. 

 

Lots and lots of love 

 

Mrs Glover 
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Monday 18 May - Creative Writing 

 

Every picture tells a story 

 

Stories have been told and enjoyed ever since people have been able to talk and communicate, 

but they were not always written down. They were often remembered and passed down through 

families by being told again and again. Stories are everywhere, not just in books. 

 

Think about the story you see. 

 

Look at this photograph. 

 
 

1. What is the girl holding in her hand? 

2. Is she happy or sad? Why do you think she is smiling? 

3. Do you think she has saved a lot of money in her piggy bank? 

4. What does she want to buy with the money? 

5. What story could this picture tell? Use your imagination. 

 

Using your imagination and with your pen in hand, write a paragraph (10-12 sentences) telling 

us what story this picture tells. Why do you think this little girl is so excited? Give her a name, 

and let your imagination tell the story. (10) 

 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday 19 May and Wednesday 20 May  - Comprehension, Reading and Grammar 

 

African folk tale 

 

How the wild turkey got its spots is a traditional African folktale. For many generations in Africa, 

stories have been passed down by word of mouth, and not written down. Children heard stories 

told by adults, remembered them and told the stories to their children. 

 

Read the following folktale and answer the questions that follow. 

 

How the wild turkey got its spots 

 

A long time ago, Nganga the wild turkey was black as night. She was always up to tricks, and 

Manu the lion did not trust her one bit. 

One day, Manu was hungry. He spotted a cow with enormous, pointed horns. Since he was 

hungry, Manu broke into a run and charged at the cow. He was about to sink his teeth into her 

when a thick cloud of dust blew up. He coughed and sputtered because the dust choked him 

and blinded his eyes in a few minutes. 

After the dust settled, he caught sight of Nganga’s tail feathers disappearing into the scrub. He 

decided that the dust cloud must be her doing. 

Manu was furious because the cow had escaped and the dust had covered her tracks. That 

Nganga was trouble. 

Manu had had enough. Nganga had spoilt his hunting once too often.He discovered where she 

kept her chicks and then lay in wait. After a while she appeared, with several chicks running 

behind her. He sprang out but Nganga flew into the air. Nganga attacked Manu from above and 

used her pointed beak to peck at his back until the lion roared in pain. The chicks screamed and 

ran to hide before he could catch them. Nganga kept on pecking, but it was hot work, darting up 

and down, staying out of reach of Manu’s snapping jaws, so she flew down to the Limpopo 

River to drink some water. 

On the riverbank, Nganga saw the crow with pointed horns. 

“Quick,” whispered the cow, “Come here and let me help you.” 

Nganga ran over and the cow flicked her tail all over Nganga, sprinkling her with droplets of 

milk. Then the cow hid behind a bush, just as Manu limped up to Nganga. 

“Have you seen Nganga, by any chance?” he asked, not recognising this beautiful black and 

white spotted bird as Nganga. 

Nganga altered her voice and replied. “Yes, she went by a few minutes ago. She was heading 

for the forest.” 

After that, Manu limped off towards the forest, and the cow crept out of hiding. 

“You are so clever!” chuckled Nganga. “Thank you, my friend, for saving my life - and my 

chicks.” “My pleasure, Nganga, and thank you for saving mine.”  

The cow told Nganga to bring her chicks to be sprinkled with milk too, because the lion might 

return. 

And that is why the wild turkey has white spots. 
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Answer the questions on the story you have just read. 

1. Who is the main character? (1) _____________________________________________ 

2. What is the wild turkey’s name? (1) __________________________________________ 

3. What can we learn from this story? (2) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. A proverb is a saying that offers us a piece of advice. A wise saying that has been used 

by lots of people for many years. Which one of the following proverbs do you think best 

describes the message in the story of the wild turkey? (1) 

_____________________________________________________________________    

- One good turn deserves another. 

- You cannot have your cake and eat it too. 

- Where there’s a will there’s a way. 

- A friend in need is a friend indeed. 

- Actions speak louder than words. 

- Once bitten, twice shy. 

- Don’t put all your eggs in one basket. 

 

5. A character is usually a person in a story, but sometimes characters can also be 

animals, birds, fish or even fantasy beings like elves, fairies and monsters. Choose a 
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character in the story you have just read, and describe the character in two to three 

sentences. Tell me what the character looks like, is it good or bad and what the 

character is like. (2) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

6. Grammar: Writing Sentences. The words in these sentences are all mixed up. Put the 

words in the right order so that they make sense. 

a) the cow helped the wild turkey? Why did (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

b) That fantastic! was (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

c) were hidden in the bushes. Nganga’s chicks (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

d) was furious The lion with the new friends. (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

e) the bush! behind Go and hide (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

       7. Conjunctions are joining words. They join two sentences together such as - Broolyn went      

           to school today although he was not feeling well. 

           Choose a conjunction to join the following sentences.(3) 

            before                 and            because 

a) Chidi and Neo went to the beach ________________ waved at the boys in the 

boat. 

b) The children did not get up early ____________ it was the summer holidays. 

c) The friends played together on the beach ________________________ they 

went swimming in the sea to cool down. 
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Thursday 21 May - Spelling 

 

Week 12 Sight words, ure pattern, and academic vocabulary 1. slide 2. swings 3. goal 

4. coach 5. became 6. shown 7. blown 8. pasture 9. adventure 10. literature 11. lecture 12. 

mixture 13. moisture 14. puncture 15. sculpture 16. brass 17. violin 18. instruments 19. 

percussion 20. conductor  

 

 

Please learn the words and their meaning, and then answer the questions that follow. All the words 

are in the spelling list. Stand alone in any room, and say the words out loud to yourself. Say them at 

least three times to yourself before you sit down and answer the questions. Make sure you know the 

meaning of every word. The one you might not know is percussion. It is an instrument that is 

sounded by being struck; music involving drums.  

 

 

 

1. Name two words from the spelling list that are used in 

soccer.______________________________________________________________ 

2. Slides and swings might be found in a _______________________. 

3. What rhymes with shown? ____________________. 

4. If you went to a lecture you might have a lesson in ________________________. 

5. The _______________ conducted the orchestra. I_________________ in the 

orchestra included the _________________ .  

6. Lecture, mixture, moisture, puncture, sculpture all have the suffix ure. Think of two 

more words that end in the suffix ure. ______________________________________ 

7. This car has a ______________________.  
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Friday 22 May - Reading 

 

Many traditional folk tales have messages in them. Stories with a message are also called 

fables. Often animals are the main characters in fables. A long time ago, a man called Aesop 

wrote one of the most famous collections of fables and many of those fables were about 

animals. 

 

Today, if you don’t have a book to read, try one of Aesop’s fables - The Ant and the Dove. 
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On a hot day of summer, an ant was searching for some water. After walking 

around for some time, she came near the river. To drink the water, she climbed 

up on a small rock. While trying to drink water, she slipped and fell into the river. 

There was a dove sitting on a branch of a tree who saw an ant falling into the 

river. The dove quickly plucked a leaf and dropped it into the river near the 

struggling ant. The ant moved towards the leaf and climbed up onto it. Soon, 

the leaf drifted to dry ground, and the ant jumped out. She looked up to the tree 

and thanked the dove. 

Later, the same day, a bird catcher nearby was about to throw his net over the 

dove hoping to trap it. An ant saw him and guessed what he was about to do. 

The dove was resting and he had no idea about the bird catcher. An ant quickly 

bit him on the foot. Feeling the pain, the bird catcher dropped his net and let out 

a light scream. The dove noticed it and quickly flew away. 

Moral:  If you do good, good will come to you.  One good turn deserves another. 
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Monday 18 May - Creative Writing 

Every picture tells a story 

1. Did you answer the question and stay on the topic - 10 

2. Creativity and ideas. How much imagination is evident - 10 

3. Spelling (½ mark for each word wrong) - 10 

4. Grammar (½ mark for each error) - 10 

40 divided by 4 = 10 

 

Tuesday 19 May - Comprehension and grammar 

1. Nganga - wild turkey(1) 

2. Nganga (1) 

3. One good turn deserves another.(1) 

4. One good turn deserves another. A friend in need is a friend indeed.(1) 

5. Manu, the cow, very bold, brave and kind. A good character with a helpful and loving 

nature.(2) 

6. a) Why did the cow help the wild turkey? b) That was fantastic! c) Nganga’s chicks were 

hidden in the bushes.d) The lion was furious with his new friends. e) Go and hide behind 

the bush. 

7. a) and b) because c) before 

Thursday 21 May - Spelling 

1. Goal coach 

2. Funfair / park 

3. blown 

4. Literature 

5. Conductor instruments violin 

6. Fixture picture 

7. Puncture 

Friday 22 May - Reading 

Enjoy your hour of reading. Stay safe Take Care Mrs Glover 

 

 

 

 

 


