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English grade 4 week 14, 

 

Dear Grade 4 boys and girls, parents and guardians, 

 

I hope you are all safe. We are nearing the end of your stay at home. Once again, I appreciate 

the students who have emailed work to me. A reminder again. My email address is 

deborahglover20@gmail.com. If you are unable to email, collect a workbook from Mr John at 

school where the work is printed out; you can either return it when you come back to school, or 

drop it off once it is completed. Please ask your parents or guardians to whats app or email me 

for a workbook, so I can print enough copies. 

 

Monday 28 June - Creative Writing 

 

Our theme is still trees. Today, we are going to think and write about our memories. Can you 

think  of any trees that have been important in your life? For 

example, have you ever tried to climb one and eventually succeeded? Have you ever met 

someone special under a tree? Have you ever built a treehouse? In a paragraph or a few 

sentences (3 - 4)  write about any special memories you have that involve trees. (10) 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday 29 June - Grammar  

 

Work with words: the silent W 
 

Sometimes ‘w’ is not pronounced, for example write. Think of some other words with a silent w. 

Use the information below to help you. The silent w usually joins with  r.  

 

 

W + rist, reck, ring, rong, wrinkled, restle, reath, riggle, rite, rapper. 

 

Write two sentences. One with the word rapper and the other with the word wrapper to explain 

the two meanings. 

 rapper - 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

wrapper -  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

rapper 

 

 

sweet wrapper 
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Wednesday 30 June - Comprehension 

 

Last week, I asked you to read a story for Friday Reading, The Tortoise’s Dream. Today, you 

are going to read it again, but this time answer a few questions on the story. The story is about 

a miraculous tree, and it comes from the Bantu-speaking people spread throughout Africa. Read 

the story again, and answer the questions that follow. This time, please use full sentences. 

Remember punctuation, capital letters and full-stops, spelling and grammar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tortoise’s Dream by Joanna Troughton 

 

Tortoise had a dream. He dreamt of a tree which was in a secret place. From the tree’s 

branches grew all the fruits of the earth - bananas, dates, coconuts, melons, millet, yams, 

cassava, maize, pineapples and oranges. Tortoise told the animals about the tree of his dream. 

“From its branches grow - bananas, dates, coconuts, melons, millet, yams, cassava, maize, 

pineapples and oranges.” 

The lion laughed. “It’s only a dream,” he said. 

“No,” said Tortoise. “It is real. I will go to Grandmother Koko. She will know where it grows.” 

“You are too slow and steady,” said the Lion. “I will go myself.” He told Grandmother Koko about 

Tortoise’s dream. 
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“I have heard of this tree,” said Grandmother Koko. “Its name is Omumbo-rombonga. But if you 

want the fruit to fall you must call out its name.” 

“Omumbo-rombonga,” said the lion. “How shall I find the tree?” 

“If you remember the name you will find the tree. If you remember the name the fruit will fall,” 

said Grandmother Koko. “But don’t look round on your way back or the name will go out of our 

head.” 

The lion was fierce and bold. He wouldn’t forget the name. “Omumbo-rombonga,” he said. But 

on his way back he looked round … THUD! He tripped over an ant hill. The name went out of 

his head. “Omrongbing …?” 

Next went the elephant. “Mind the ant hill,” said the lion. 

The name of the tree is Omumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

The elephant was big and he was strong. He wouldn’t forget the name. “Omumbo-rombonga,” 

he said. On his way back he saw the ant hill. But then he looked round … OUCH! He trod on a 

thorn instead. The name went out of his head.  “Bongarombo …?” 

Next went the hyena. “Mind the thorn,” said the elephant. 

“The name of the tree is Omumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

The hyena was cunning and she was sly. She wouldn’t forget the name. “Oumumbo-rombonga,” 

she said. She saw the ant hill. She saw the thorn. But then she looked round … SPLASH! She 

fell into a pool of water. The name went out of her head. “Bing-bong-bang …?” 

Next went the ostrich. “Mind the pool,” said the hyena. 

“The name of the tree is Oumumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

The ostrich was fast and he was speedy. He wouldn’t forget the name. “Omumbo-rombonga,” 

he said. He saw the ant hill. He saw the thorn. He saw the pool. But then he looked round - 

HISSSS! There was a large snake at his feet. The name went out of his head. 

“Mabomba …?” 

Next went the baboon. “Mind the snake,” said the ostrich. 

“The name of the tree is Omumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

The baboon was clever and he was wise. He wouldn’t forget the name. “Omumbo-rombonga,” 

he said. He saw the ant hill. He saw the thorn. He saw the pool. He saw the snake. But then he 

looked round … SWISH! He was caught in a creeper. The name went out of his head. “Mumbo-

bumbo …?” 

Next went the giraffe. “Mind the creeper,” said the baboon. 

“The name of the tree is Omumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

The giraffe was stately and she was proud. She wouldn’t forget the name. “Omumbo-

rombonga,” she said. She saw the ant hill. She saw the thorn. She saw the pool. She saw the 

snake. She saw the creeper. But then she looked round … SPLAT! She slipped on a patch of 

mud. The name went out of her head. “Mim-bim-obo …?” 

“Please let me go,” said Tortoise. The animals let him go. 

“Mind the mud,” said giraffe. 

“The name of the tree is Omumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

Tortoise was slow and he was steady. He wouldn’t forget the name. “Oumumbo-rombomga,” he 

said. He saw the ant hill. He saw the thorn. He saw the pool. He saw the snake. He saw the 
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creeper. He saw the mud … And he didn’t look round. So he saw the scorpion in his path. 

“Lucky I didn’t look round,” thought Tortoise. “Omumbo-rombonga,” he said to himself. 

“Have you remembered the name?” asked the animals, as they saw Tortoise slowly and steadily 

coming. 

“Look behind you,” said Tortoise. And there was the Omumbo-rombonga tree. From its 

branches grew bananas, dates, coconuts, melons, millet, yams, cassava, maize, pineapples 

and oranges. 

“Omumbo-rombonga,” cried Tortoise. Down showered the bananas, the dates, the coconuts, 

the melons, the millet, the yams, the cassava, the maize, the pineapples and the oranges. 

After the animals had eaten, Tortoise said, “Let everyone plant a seed.” The seeds  grew. So 

now the animals have food of their own, grown from the fruits of the Omumbo-rombonga tree. 
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Answer the following questions using full sentences on The Tortoise’s Dream. 

 

1. What was Tortoise’s dream? (quote from the text) (2) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. How many animals went to search for the tree? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Name the animals? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. What did Grandmother Koko tell the animals not to do? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

5. What sorts of fruits were on the tree? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

6. Which animal remembered the tree’s name? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

7.What was the name of the tree? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Total 8 
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Thursday July 1 - Spelling 

 

Once again, learn the spelling as well as the meaning of your words this week. 

Week 20 Sight words, long o words, and academic vocabulary 1. solo 2. duet 

3. cello 4. special 5. heavy 6. trio 7. choir 8. remote 9. include 10. homework 11. 

lower 12. flamingo 13. stroller 14. decode 15. envelope 16. engineer 17. technology 

18. electricity 19. energy 20. generate  

Look at your spelling words to answer the following questions. 

1. This little girl is singing in the talent contest. Her act is on her 

own. She is _______________  

2. These two boys are singing together in the talent contest. Their 

act is a __________________ 

3.This boy is playing a musical instrument,  
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the ____________ in the talent contest.  

4. This is another act in the talent contest. The school ____________ is 

singing a song they practised and practised and practised. 

 5. And last but not least, this cute, pink 

________________ is not in the talent contest, but she should be! 
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Friday 2 July - Reading  

Our last reading on trees. 

 

 
We 
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Memo for week 14 June 28 to July 2 

 

Monday 28 June - Creative Writing 

I am looking for honest answers, but also answers you have thought-about and show deep 

reflection.Talk about your memories ... 

Creativity - 10 

Spelling - -½ mark for each error -10 

Grammar - -½ mark for each error -10 

30 divided by 2 to give a mark out of 10. 

 

Tuesday 29 June - Grammar 

Hope you made good sentences. Here are the meanings. 

Rapper - A person who performs rap music.  Did you know Coke La Rock is known for being the 

first rapper to ever split rhymes after teaming up with DJ Kool Herc in 1973 and both are 

recognized as the original founding fathers of Hip Hop. Rap music was originally underground. 

Wrapper - a piece of paper, plastic, or foil covering and protecting something sold or for sale. 

 

Wednesday 30 June - Comprehension 

1. The tortoise dreamt of a tree that was in a secret place. From the tree’s branches grew 

all the fruits of the earth - bananas, dates, coconuts, melons, millet, yams, cassava, 

maize, pineapples and oranges.(2) 

2. Seven animals went to search for the tree if you include the tortoise, otherwise 6.(1) 

3. The animals are a lion, elephant, hyena, ostrich, baboon, giraffe and finally the tortoise. 

(1) 

4. The grandmother told the animals not to look round on your way back or the name will 

go out of your head. (1) 

5. The fruits included bananas, dates, coconuts, melons, millet, yams, cassava, maize, 

pineapples and oranges. (1) 

6. The tortoise remembered the tree’s name. (1) 

7. The name of the tree was Omumbo-rombonga. (1) 

 

Thursday 1 July - Spelling 

1. Solo 

2. Duet 

3. Cello 

4. Choir 

5. Flamingo 

 

Friday 2 July - Reading 



11 

Enjoy the poem, and perhaps you might like to find out more about Arbor Day? 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


