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Grade 4 Week 13 English 

 

 

 

Dear girls, boys, parents and guardians, 

 

There is at last clarity about our imminent return to school. Please look out for emails and 

newsletters from Mrs Smith for dates on your return, and continue working with Seesaw and the 

website.  

 

Well done, Grade 4’s. You have all worked so well during this lockdown. I am looking forward to 

your safe return. The grade 7’s are presently settling in well. 

 

Lots and lots of love 

 

Mrs Glover 

 

We continue with our theme trees. Have you noticed how many trees have lost their leaves as 

we approach the middle of winter?  June 21 is a special day in South Africa. It is the winter 

solstice where we have the shortest day and longest night. 
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Monday 21 June - Creative Writing 

 

Write your own shape poem. 

 

Your turn! Last week we learnt about shape poems. Today, you are going to write your own 

shape poem about a tree. Illustrate it to make it look attractive. You may find some helpful hints 

below. 

● Draw a pencil drawing of a tree first and then put the words of your poem into the 

drawing. 

● Use adjectives to describe the different parts of the tree. 

● Choose interesting adjectives. 

● Look at the adjectives you have used. Can you change any of them for even more 

interesting words? 

Here is an example of pencil drawing of a tree you might like to 

use. You can design your own, or use this one. Just remember your sketch has to be bigger. 

You can use as many words as you want. You have to fit them in your tree, and you have to be 

able to read them. 
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Tuesday 22 June - Comprehension 

 

The following extract is from a children’s fiction book, called The Enchanted Wood by Enid 

Blyton. Three children, who have always lived in a town, move to the countryside because their 

father has a new job. Close by their home, they find a magic tree in an enchanted wood … 

 

Extract from The Enchanted Wood by Enid Blyton 

The children looked up into the broad leafy boughs of the tree. 

They felt tremendously excited. The Faraway Tree in the Enchanted Wood! Oh what magic 

there seemed to be in the very names. They picked up their basket and went home, all of them 

thinking the same thought: “We must go up the Faraway Tree and see what is at the top!” 

  

The next extract is from a traditional fairy tale called Jack and the Beanstalk. Furious that Jack 

had exchanged their cow for a ‘magic’ bean, his mother tossed the bean out of the window. 

Jack opened his curtains the next morning and stared out 

of the window in amazement. The bean had already grown into a sturdy beanstalk. Strange, 

curly leaves were sprouting from the stem and they looked as if they were stretching up to touch 

the fluffy, white clouds. In less than a week, Jack could no longer see the top of the beanstalk. It 

had grown taller than the clouds. The top of the mysterious beanstalk seemed to be inviting 
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Jack to climb up and see what was there. How could anyone resist such an enticing and 

intriguing invitation? 

 

Read the extracts carefully, at least twice, then answer the questions that follow. 

 

1. Does the first extract sound exciting? Give a reason for your answer. (2) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do you think the children will find at the top of the Faraway Tree? Have a guess. 

(2) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________  

3. Is Jack and the Beanstalk a fiction book? (1) Yes or no. __________________________ 

4. Do you know the story of Jack and the Beanstalk? Jack finds a magic land with a giant 

at the top of the beanstalk. Do you think The Enchanted Wood might be a similar story? 

Give a reason for your answer? (2) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Write down why you think the stories are similar? (2) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

6. How are the stories different from each other? (2) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

7. Makeup you own ending to The Enchanted Wood. (2) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Total 13 
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Wednesday 23 June - Grammar 

 

Adjectives are describing words. 

 

Here are some interesting adjectives. 

 

1. Hot - sizzling, freezing, scorching, boiling. 

2. Cool - calm, trendy, warm, chilly. 

3. Large - huge, hefty, bulky, enormous, tiny. 

4. Bad - terrible, ghastly, awful, pleasant 

 

1. Choose one of your favourite adjectives from each group and write a sentence with the 

adjective. You need four sentences. (4) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Replace the adjective in italics and bold  in each sentence with a more interesting one. 

(5) 

a) Inathi thought it was a very nice jacket. 

________________________________________________________________ 

b) Kevin carried a big bag on his back on his way to school. 

________________________________________________________________ 

c) Ntomi gave the new girl a nice smile. 

________________________________________________________________ 

d) Mandisa felt she was having a bad day. 

________________________________________________________________ 

e) Joshua decided it had been a nice party after all. 

________________________________________________________________    
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Thursday 24 June - Spelling  

 

Please read these words, learn how to spell them and know their meanings. 

Week 19 Sight words, long o words, and academic vocabulary 1. dragon 2. castle 3. knight 4. 

queen 5. prince 6. kingdom 7. alone 8. ghost 9. robot 10. program 11. compose 12. coastal 13. boast 14. 

toaster 15. owner 16. golden 17. boomtown 18. miner 19. claim 20. nugget  

 

You read two extracts for your comprehension this week on The Enchanted Wood and Jack and 

the Beanstalk. They are magical fairy tales. Fictional stories, in other words they are not true. 

 

1. In your spelling list this week, you have five words that could be used in a magical 

fairytale - dragon, castle, knight, queen, prince and kingdom. Use your imagination 

and write a short paragraph using these words. Make-up a magical story. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. These four words Ms Limenako will tell you belong in South African history - golden, 

boomtown, miner, claim and nugget. Use these words to tell me as much as you 

know about the discovery of gold in South Africa. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Friday 25 June - Reading 

The following story is for those who have no reading material available. 

 

 

 

 

The Tortoise’s Dream by Joanna Troughton 

 

Tortoise had a dream. He dreamt of a tree which was in a secret place. From the tree’s 

branches grew all the fruits of the earth - bananas, dates, coconuts, melons, millet, yams, 

cassava, maize, pineapples and oranges. Tortoise told the animals about the tree of his dream. 

“From its branches grow - bananas, dates, coconuts, melons, millet, yams, cassava, maize, 

pineapples and oranges.” 

The lion laughed. “It’s only a dream,” he said. 

“No,” said Tortoise. “It is real. I will go to Grandmother Koko. She will know where it grows.” 

“You are too slow and steady,” said the Lion. “I will go myself.” He told Grandmother Koko about 

Tortoise’s dream. 

“I have heard of this tree,” said Grandmother Koko. “Its name is Omumbo-rombonga. But if you 

want the fruit to fall you must call out its name.” 

“Omumbo-rombonga,” said the lion. “How shall I find the tree?” 

“If you remember the name you will find the tree. If you remember the name the fruit will fall,” 

said Grandmother Koko. “But don’t look round on your way back or the name will go out of our 

head.” 

The lion was fierce and bold. He wouldn’t forget the name. “Omumbo-rombonga,” he said. But 

on his way back he looked round … THUD! He tripped over an ant hill. The name went out of 

his head. “Omrongbing …?” 

Next went the elephant. “Mind the antill,” said the lion. 

The name of the tree is Omumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

The elephant was big and he was strong. He wouldn’t forget the name. “Omumbo-rombonga,” 

he said. On his way back he saw the ant hill. But then he looked round … OUCH! He trod on a 

thorn instead. The name went out of his head.  “Bongarombo …?” 
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Next went the hyena. “Mind the thorn,” said the elephant. 

“The name of the tree is Omumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

The hyena was cunning and she was sly. She wouldn’t forget the name. “Oumumbo-rombonga,” 

she said. She saw the ant hill. She saw the thorn. But then she looked round … SPLASH! She 

fell into a pool of water. The name went out of her head. “Bing-bong-bang …?” 

Next went the ostrich. “Mind the pool,” said the hyena. 

“The name of the tree is Oumumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

The ostrich was fast and he was speedy. He wouldn’t forget the name. “Omumbo-rombonga,” 

he said. He saw the ant hill. He saw the thorn. He saw the pool. But then he looked round - 

HISSSS! There was a large snake at his feet. The name went out of his head. 

“Mabomba …?” 

Next went the baboon. “Mind the snake,” said the ostrich. 

“The name of the tree is Omumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

The baboon was clever and he was wise. He wouldn’t forget the name. “Omumbo-rombonga,” 

he said. He saw the ant hill. He saw the thorn. He saw the pool. He saw the snake. But then he 

looked round … SWISH! He was caught in a creeper. The name went out of his head. “Mumbo-

bumbo …?” 

Next went the giraffe. “MInd the creeper,” said the baboon. 

“The name of the tree is Omumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

The giraffe was stately and she was proud. She wouldn’t forget the name. “Omumbo-

rombonga,” she said. She saw the ant hill. She saw the thorn. She saw the pool. She saw the 

snake. She saw the creeper. But then she looked round … SPLAT! She slipped on a patch of 

mud. The name went out of her head. “Mim-bim-obo …?” 

“Please let me go,” said Tortoise. The animals let him go. 

“Mind the mud,” said giraffe. 

“The name of the tree is Omumbo-rombonga,” said Grandmother Koko. “And don’t look round.” 

Tortoise was slow and he was steady. He wouldn’t forget the name. “Oumumbo-rombomga,” he 

said. He saw the ant hill. He saw the thorn. He saw the pool. He saw the snake. He saw the 

creeper. He saw the mud … And he didn’t look round. So he saw the scorpion in his path. 

“Lucky I didn’t look round,” thought Tortoise. “Omumbo-rombonga,” he said to himself. 

“Have you remembered the name?” asked the animals, as they saw Tortoise slowly and steadily 

coming. 

“Look behind you,” said Tortoise. And there was the Omumbo-rombonga tree. From its 

branches grew bananas, dates, coconuts, melons, millet, yams, cassava, maize, pineapples 

and oranges. 

“Omumbo-rombonga,” cried Tortoise. Down showered the bananas, the dates, the coconuts, 

the melons, the millet, the yams, the cassava, the maize, the pineapples and the oranges. 

After the animals had eaten, Tortoise said, “Let everyone plant a seed.” The seeds  grew. So 

now the animals have food of their own, grown from the fruits of the Omumbo-rombonga tree. 
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Memo for grade 4 - June 21 to June 25  

 

Monday June 21 - Creative Writing  

 

Shape poem 

 

Your creative mark will be based on the adjectives you use. Are they appropriate, different and 

catchy. - 10 

Spelling. -½ for each error. 

Grammar.  -½ for each error. 

30 divided by 3 = 10 

 

Tuesday June 22 - Comprehension 

1. Yes/No - own opinion.(2) 

2. Own ideas (2) 

3. Yes (1) 

4. Own opinion (2) 

5. Own opinion (2) 

6. Own opinion (2) 

7. Own opinion (2) 

Total 13 

 

Wednesday June 23 - Grammar 

1.  Four sentences. 

2. Own adjectives examples: a) comfortable b) gigantic c) infectious d) horrible e) cool. 

 

Thursday June 24 - Spelling 

1. Own story using words - dragon, castle, knight, queen, prince and kingdom. 

2. Own sentences with golden, boomtown, miner, claim and nugget. Must make sense and 

explain the meaning. 

Friday 25 June - Happy Reading. 

Hope you enjoy the story of the tortoise. 

 

 
 


