
English Grade 4 week 11 

 
 
 
Good day girls and boys, parents and guardians, 
 
 
We draw ever closer to going back to school, please be aware of when the various grades will 
be returning. We look forward to welcoming the grade 7’s on June 1. 
In the meantime, keep working at home. I have marked all the work that has been sent to me on 
email. So, if you are able, please send your work to me at deborahglover20@gmail.com. Once 
again, I need to reiterate, how well you are working on your own. Keep going, and know that 
every little bit counts. 
Today, we start with a new theme.Trees for life. Trees give us oxygen and clean up the air. For 
the next three weeks you’ll read information, poems and stories about trees, and even learn 
how to plant them! You’ll also improve your vocabulary and do a word search. 
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Monday 7 June - Creative Writing 
 
How we use trees  
 
We have used mind maps in our creative writing books because they help us to organise our 
work and  thoughts. Sometimes mind maps help with finding ideas for factual work and 
sometimes they help with finding ideas for stories. Some people find them so useful that they 
make notes in a mind map. Below is a mind map about trees and their uses. The key idea 
(trees) is placed in the centre of the mind map. The main uses (fuel, furniture, building, other 
uses) branch out of the key idea. Each branch of the mind map can then be filled out. 
 
Write your ideas 
 

1. Copy the mind map (below) on trees and their uses on a piece of paper. 
2. Continue the mind map by adding in the uses of trees from the list below. I am looking 

for the most organised and well-thought out mind map. Move up and down and 
side-to-side. 

  
            sports equipment         cricket bat         houses 
            shed                               tables                beds 
            giving oxygen               ladders             chairs  
            wooden toys                 toy train            violin 
            musical instruments    guitar                boats 
            looking beautiful          shade 
 

3. Expand the mind-map below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

warmth _________fire _________   fuel  ______________ TREES _____________________ building  
  
   furniture _____________                                         other uses _______ paper ______ books 
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Tuesday 8 June - Comprehension  
 
Baobab Trees 
 
Read the following article and then answer the questions that follow. 
 

             
Baobab trees are amazing. They are enormous and some of them have been alive for more 
than a thousand years. They play an important part in the traditions and beliefs of many people 
in southern Africa. This is probably partly because of their massive size and great age, but also 
because they have many uses for the people and animals that live close to them. 
 
The tree: Baobab trees are very good for providing shelter from sun and rain.  
 
The branches: Some people think the branches of the baobab look more like roots than 
branches, because of the way they spread out and have so many tiny branches. 
 
The leaves: The young leaves, which appear during the rainy season, are good for eating. They 
taste a bit like spinach. 
 
The fruit: The tree grows long, hard fruits that look a bit like bread. They have soft, velvety skin. 
Inside the fruit there is a white, edible pulp, which is full of vitamin C. The pulp can be made into 
a refreshing, healthy drink. Monkeys, birds and other wild animals also enjoy eating the fruit. 
 
The bark: The fibre that comes from the inner bark of the baobab is very strong and flexible. It 
can be used for weaving baskets, ropes, mats and even clothes. 
 
The wood: Baobabs are softwood trees. This means that they are not very good for firewood, 
because they burn too easily and quickly. 
 
The trunk: The trunk of the tree is hollow in parts and so it makes a good well for storing water 
in when it rains. Later, the tree will slowly use up the stored water during the dry season. People 
and animals can use it, too. 
 
The baobab’s spirits: Some people think that spirits live in baobab trees. Whoever cuts down a 
baobab is supposed to be haunted by its spirits. 
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Read the information about the baobab tree again and answer the questions that follow. You 
need only use full sentences where necessary. Before you answer the questions, read and 
remember the following. 
 

● Fact is a piece of information that we know is true. Opinion is what someone thinks 
about something - it may or may not be true. 

 
1. Which part of the tree can be used to make clothes? (1) 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which part of the tree do the branches look like? (1) 
______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why is softwood not good for making fires? (2) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why is the drink made from the fruit pulp so healthy? (2) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Describe two ways in which the trees are useful for people. (2) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

6. Is the paragraph on baobab spirits fact or opinion? (1) ___________________________ 
7. In the paragraph on leaves, state which sentence is fact and which is an opinion. (2) 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why do you think baobab trees are often called up-side-down trees? (2) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

9. Baobab trees are also sometimes called monkey bread trees. Why do you think they 
have this name? (2) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
Total 15 
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Wednesday 9 June - Grammar 
 

ROOT WORDS  
 
Before you begin this activity read the following:  
 

● A group of letters that is added to the end of a word to form a new word is called a suffix 
eg ed or ing. A group of letters that is added to the front of a word to form a new word is 
called a prefix eg semi, non or ex. If you take away the prefix and the suffix ( if the word 
has a prefix and suffix) you are left with the root of the word. For example misinformed. 
The root word is inform. 

 
1. Find the root word in the following words. None of them have prefixes, only suffixes. 

Take off the suffix to find the root word. Eg forcing - force (root) 
a) laughing ___________________  
b) crying _____________________ 
c) losing _____________________ (think! carefully about this one.) 
d) jumping ___________________ 
e) facing _____________________ 
f) wooden ____________________ 
g) looked _____________________ 

 
      2. Take off the prefix and the suffix to find the root of these words. 

a) unworkable _________________ 
b) disorganised ________________ 
c) semidetached _______________ 

 
Total 10 
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Thursday 10 June - Spelling  
Week 17 Sight words, age pattern, and academic vocabulary 1. seventeen 2. 
browser 3. memory 4. explain 5. adage 6. courage 7. language 8. luggage 9. storage 
10. thousand 11. bandage 12. cabbage 13. carriage 14. damage 15. garbage 16. 
landscape 17. carve 18. canyon 19. erosion 20. sediment  
 

Once again, put your thinking caps on and learn the spelling list. Have you noticed the suffix is age? 
Practice saying the words out loud! Then spell each one out loud! After that answer the questions 
below. 
 

1. Find two words in your spelling used that are used for computers? _______________ and 
_________________. 

2. Ms Limenako will tell you these words - landscape, carve, canyon, erosion and sediment - are 
all used in Geography. Write a sentence, using these words. You may choose which ones 
you would like to use. 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise, is an example of 
an adage. An adage is a proverb or a short statement expressing a general truth. Write 
down an adage that you know. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Label each picture using your suffix words- age. 

__________________ ____________________ 

_________________ __________________ 
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Friday 11 June - Reading  
 
Our theme is trees. If you don’t have a book to read, read more about the unusual Baobab tree 

 

…Native legends 
Along the Zambezi, the tribes believe that when the world was young the Baobabs 

were upright and proud. However for some unknown reason, they lorded over the 

lesser growths.The gods became angry and uprooted the Baobabs , thrusting them 

back into the ground, root upwards. Evil spirits now haunt the sweet white flowers 

and anyone who picks one will be killed by a lion. One gigantic baobab in Zambia is 

said to be haunted by a ghostly python. Before the white man came, a large python 

lived in the hollow trunk and was worshipped by the local natives. When they 

prayed for rain, fine crops and good hunting , the python answered their prayers. 

The first white hunter shot the python and this event led to disastrous 

consequences. On still nights the natives claim to hear a continuous hissing sound 

from the old tree. 

In the Kafue National Park in Zambia, one of the largest Baobabs is known as 

'Kondanamwali' - the tree that eats maidens. This enormous tree fell in love with 

the four beautiful girls who lived in its shade. When they reached puberty, they 

sought husbands and made the tree jealous. One night, during a raging 

thunderstorm, the tree opened its trunk and took the maidens inside. A rest house 

had been built in the branches of the tree. On stormy nights, it is the crying of the 

imprisoned maidens that make people inside tremble - not the sounds of the wild 

animals. 

Along the Limpopo, it is believed that when a young boy is washed in water used to 

soak baobab bark, he will grow up into a big man. Some native beliefs have proven 

to have a scientific basis. Natives believe that women living in kraals where 

baobabs are plentiful have more children than those living outside baobab zones. 

They eat soup made from baobab leaves, which is rich in vitamins. This 
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compensates for any deficiency in their diet. Doctors have confirmed that this 

indeed brings about a higher fertility rate. 

The African bushman has a legend that tells of the god Thora. He took a dislike to 

the Baobab growing in his garden, so he threw it out over the wall of Paradise on to 

Earth below, and although the tree landed upside-down it continued to grow. It is 

not surprising that such a strange looking tree should have superstitions linked to 

it. Some people believe that if you pick a flower from a Baobab tree you will be 

eaten by a lion, but if you drink water in which a Baobab's seeds have been soaked 

you will be safe from crocodile attack. Certain tribes in the Transvaal wash baby 

boys in water soaked in the bark of a baobab. Then, like the tree, they will grow up 

mighty and strong. 

Where they are found 
Baobabs are widely distributed in belts across Africa. They also grow in Madagascar, 

India, Ceylon and Australia. They grow in many areas of Zimbabwe. In the Northern 

Province they are found between the Limpopo and the Zoutpansberg range. 

Messina is indeed a Baobab town. There is a famous `halfway Baobab' between 

Louis Trichardt and Messina, a reservoir from which many have drawn. Baobabs 

seem to prefer hot, sandy plains. 
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Grade 4 memo for June 7 to June 12 
 
Monday 7 June - Creative Writing 
 
Mind Map - Each student will have a different Mind Map. Please make sure your Mind Map is 
organised and logical. You will get a mark out of 10 for organisation and layout and another 
mark out of 10 for spelling and grammar.Total 20 
 
Tuesday 8 June - Comprehension 
 

1. The bark.(1) 
2. Roots (1) 
3. Softwood is not good for firewood because it burns too easily and quickly. (2) 
4. It is full of vitamin C, The pulp can be crushed to form a healthy drink. (2) 
5. Leaves are good for eating. The trees provide shelter from the sun and rain. The trunk 

stores water. The bark can be used for weaving baskets, ropes, mats and even clothes. 
(2 - any 2) 

6. Opinion.(1) 
7. Fact - The young leaves which appear during the rainy season are good for eating. 

Opinion - They taste a bit like spinach.(2) 
8. They look upside-down as the branches look like roots. (2) 
9. Monkeys enjoy eating the fruits. (2) 

 
Wednesday 9 June - Grammar 
1a)  laugh 
b)  cry  
c)  lose 
d)  jump 
e)  face 
f)  wood 
g ) look 
 
2a)  work 
b) organise 
c)  detach 
 
Thursday 10 June - Spelling 
 

1. Memory - browser 
2. The landscape was breathtaking as the rain had carved a deep canyon, formed partly 

from the sediment and erosion over the years. Here are the different meanings of each 
word. Landscape - all visible features of an area of land. Carve - in order to produce an 
object, design. Canyon - a deep gorge, typically with a river running through it. Sediment 
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- matter that settles to the bottom of a liquid. Erosion - the process of eroding or being 
eroded by water, wind and other natural agents. 

3. Eat to live, and not live to eat. A penny saved is a penny earned. (just an example. You 
might find something different). 

4. Cabbage    garbage     luggage  bandage. 
 
Friday 11 June - Reading 
 
Happy Reading  
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