
Life Skills 

Reading Information: Insects 

Monday                                                                Date: ______________ 

 

The mosquito is part of the fly family.  It has long, thin legs and sharp 

mouthparts.  We don’t like mosquitoes because they often bite us and the 

bites are often itchy and annoying.  We often use sprays or repellents to 

keep mosquitoes away from us and our families. They also spread bad 

diseases such as Yellow Fever and Malaria. 

Here are some interesting facts about mosquitoes: 

 Mosquitoes like moisture.  That means areas that are wet.   

 A mosquito’s wing beats up to 500 beats per second. 

 Mosquitoes also feed on reptiles, frogs and snakes. 

 Most male mosquitoes only live for two weeks.  Females can live 

up to a month or more.  Both male and female mosquitoes feed on 

nectar from plants.  Only the female mosquito bites and draws 

blood for protein so that she can develop her eggs. 

 Female mosquitoes can lay up to 300 eggs at one time. 

 Mosquitoes usually come out at dusk and dawn. 

 Mosquitoes do not have good eyesight.  They rely on the air that 

you breathe to find you. 

 They only weigh 2 milligrams so we cannot feel them when they 

land on your arm. 

                      

 

 

                                        



Tuesday                                                              Date: ______________ 

Ladybugs 

Did you know? 

Ladybugs belong to the beetle family. Not all ladybugs are black and 

red. Some are commonly yellow, orange, or red with small black spots 

on their wing covers, with black legs, heads and antennae. Some ladybugs 

even have patterns. The word “lady” refers to the Virgin Mary.  Many 

farmers saw the ladybug as a helpful insect for their crops. They used the 

ladybug to control other insects from landing on their crops. Ladybugs 

live for about a year. Ladybugs give off a foul smell which protects them 

from predators or those animals or insects that are a threat to them. 

Ladybug larvae (little ladybugs) actually look like tiny alligators. 

Life cycle of a Ladybug:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elytra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antenna_(biology)


Wednesday                                                           Date: ______________ 

Butterflies are beautiful, flying insects with large scaly wings. Like all 

insects, they have six jointed legs, 3 body parts, a pair of antennae, 

compound eyes, and an exoskeleton... The butterfly's body is covered by 

tiny sensory hairs. The four wings and the six legs of the butterfly are 

attached to the thorax. 

Facts about butterflies. 

 Butterfly wings are transparent. 

 Butterflies taste with their feet. 

 Butterflies live on an all-liquid diet. 

 A butterfly must assemble its proboscis as soon as it emerges from the 

chrysalis. 

 Butterflies drink from mud puddles. 

 Butterflies can't fly if they're cold. 

 Most adults, on average, live from two to four weeks. There are 

several factors, however, that come into play, such as the species, 

where it lives, and when it became an adult. For example, a 

swallowtail butterfly generally lives from six to 14 days while a 

monarch butterfly can live from seven to nine months.  

What is a Life Cycle? It is a series of changes or a process that an organism 

goes through. Colour the Life Cycle of a Butterfly 



Thursday:                                                          Date: ________________ 

Importance of Insects 

 

Insects are a food source for many people and animals that eventually 

become our food.  

Bees not only create honey, but pollinate crops and wildflowers. 

Honeybees are responsible for all of the almonds grown – farmers pay to 

have hives shipped out to pollinate almond orchards every year. Insects 

can create products like silk, beeswax, and dyes. 

Many beetles are fantastic recyclers and decomposers and help to eat up 

dead trees, animals, and other detritus (waste) that would otherwise pile 

up without them. 

Harmful insects: 

One reason insects can be harmful is because some can sting, bite, or even 

spread disease. When these insects feed on us, they can sometimes inject 

deadly germs into our bloodstream that can cause serious illness and even 

death. In addition, some of the most deadly diseases are transmitted 

by insects. 

Disease: Fleas, cockroaches and mosquitos are all common carriers for 

disease, as are many other insects and rodents. Insects can also cause 

structural damage to your home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://extension.entm.purdue.edu/radicalbugs/default.php?page=importance_of_insects


IT’S ALL ABOUT INSECTS 

A FACT: Is something that is true or can be proven. 

AN OPINION: Is your feeling or how someone else feels about a 

particular topic. 

Please tick the correct box. 

Statement Fact Opinion 

1. All insects have six legs. 
  

2. There are millions of different species of insects. 
  

3. All insects have two antennae. 
  

4. Butterflies and moths are insects. 
  

5. All insects have three pairs of legs. 
  

6. Spiders are not insects. 
  

7. Many insects have wings. 
  

8. Most insects hatch from eggs. 
  

9. Ladybugs are the cutest bugs. 
  

10.  Mosquitoes spread many diseases. 
  

11. Bees collect pollen from flowers. 
  

12.  All in sects have a three-part body, with head, abdomen 

and thorax. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday                                                                  Date: ______________ 

LOOK AT OTHER LIFE CYCLES  

A frog is a small creature with smooth skin, big eyes, and long back legs 

which it uses for jumping. Frogs usually live near water. Frogs is 

sometimes used to refer to French people. Frogs absorb water through 

their skin so they don't need to drink. Frogs can lay as many as 4,000 

eggs in frogspawn. The eyes and nose of a frog are on top of its head so 

it can breathe and see en most of its body is under the water. Frogs have 

long back legs and webbed feet for jumping and swimming 

Colour the Life Cycle of a Frog 

 



A chicken is a kind of domesticated bird. It is raised in many places for its 

meat and eggs. They are usually kept by humans as livestock. A 

male chicken is called a rooster or a cockerel. A female chicken is called a 

hen. 

 


