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MARYVALE COLLEGE, JOHANNESBURG 

Report of the Board of Governors 

16 March 2022 

Good evening. Whether you’re sitting in this hall right now or viewing the Annual General 

Meeting on zoom – welcome! Your actual or virtual presence reflects an interest in the welfare 

of your child and the school.  It’s truly appreciated.  

Are you a survivor? You might have seen the reality show Survivor on TV. In the show, volunteers 

are taken to a remote island or put in a jungle far from civilization. They have to survive in this 

wild setting by scrounging for food and building their own shelters. To add to their discomfort, 

they often meet up with bats, insects, scorpions and snakes. Every day the volunteers have to do 

a range of physically exhausting challenges. At the end of these daily dramas, there’s a final 

winner. That person walks away with a mammoth amount of money. 

So, to repeat my question: “Are you a survivor?” You might say that you haven’t been put on an 

island or dropped into a jungle and told to fend for yourself for weeks on end. Yet, in fact, you 

are definitely a survivor. You’ve survived the most traumatic health scare of the 21st century. Last 

year and 2020 saw the world experience the COVID pandemic. Those two years saw the loss of 

life of more people in any other pandemic in the history of mankind. 

Most tragically though, there were children, parents and staff members of Maryvale College who 

succumbed to this pandemic. May their dear souls rest in peace. We extend our deepest 

condolences to the families in their grief and heartbreak. It was most pleasing that the Maryvale 

College community was able to give spiritual comfort and practical support to these families.   

In these times, the school has had to go into survival mode. The mandatory lockdowns meant 

that there were days that the children were not able to attend school. Teaching days were lost 

forever. The daily opportunities for the children to interact socially with others, to develop 

physically, intellectually and spiritually were denied. 

Yet to the wonderful credit of the professional staff, adaptations were made. There was online 

teaching; written learning material was printed and readily available for the children. Every 

teacher was willing to be of selfless service to the children and their parents. 

Were the professional staff successful in their endeavours? Indeed they were. The most pleasing 

2021 matriculation results was one excellent indicator of how successful they were in the most 

trying of circumstances. In the primary school, the children wrote the external Conquesta 

examinations and achieved results that reflected the children’s determination and perseverance. 

Grit isn’t only found on the sports field! In the midst of the pandemic, there wasn’t a dip in the 

academic standards of the school. Warmest congratulations go to the teaching staff for doing 

much more than is written in their job descriptions. You’ve given the children of your very best 

in exceptionally difficult times. 
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For any school to survive, there are three essentials: money, students and staff. Right now in 

2022 there are schools across the world that are being forced to close down. They don’t have the 

money to survive on a day-to-day basis. Parents cannot or do not honour their school fee 

obligations. 

Financially, these are hard times in South Africa. Yet you as Maryvale parents have honoured 

your school fee obligations. Thank you most sincerely for that. A huge Thank You goes to Mr 

Julian Moses, Mr Shaun Stirling and his accounting team for their outstanding financial 

management of the school. Thank you for turning every cent of school fees over and over again. 

An unsung heroine is Mrs Mariska van der Merwe, our school bursar.  A huge Thank You goes to 

you too, Mariska. 

A school needs students to be a going concern. Maryvale College markets its fine reputation 

across the suburb and throughout Johannesburg. We attract families such as yourselves that 

want the very best for their children. However, we have places for more. Please sell the special 

qualities of the school to family, friends and beyond. Remind them that it’s a small school with a 

huge caring heart. You might like to forward them copies of the weekly newsletters.  

At the epicentre of every quality school is the staff. How privileged is Maryvale College! We have 

a dedicated team of academic, administrative, domestic and maintenance staff. Like the three 

famous musketeers of story book fame, you ‘walk the talk’ of the motto, “One for all and all for 

one.” You give of your all for the children that you so dedicatedly serve. Our appreciation to each 

one of you is immense. 

Recent research has shown that levels of depression – as a direct result of the pandemic – have 

soared. Lockdowns, social distancing and illness have been some of the reasons. In these times, 

how can we remain positive? I personally believe that Maryvale College gives every child a 

spiritual survival kit. The Catholic ethos and Values Education are inculcated into the children 

every day.  

It’s to be mindful that an education at this school is far more than preparing children to learn 

knowledge and skills. It’s to give every child a spiritual basis by which to live their lives. By word 

and deed, the children are nurtured to be caring, compassionate and generous human beings. 

They also learn to be mentally and spiritually strong – to have grit, to persevere, to stand up for 

what is fair and right. 

Next year is a special year in the history of the school. The school will celebrate its 80th birthday. 

It has survived so much of South African history. There was the rise and enforcement of 

apartheid, the Sharpeville Massacre of 1960 and the Soweto Uprising of 1976. Yet the school has 

also seen the fall of apartheid; the birth and growth of a democratic society and the drawing up 

a Constitution which is considered equal to the best in the world. 

Maryvale College is a survivor and I thank you for your contribution. Together, we have not only 

survived but also flourished. May I extend a special thank you to the Assumption Congregation - 
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represented by Sr Janine on the Board – for their unwavering support throughout these eighty 

years.  Also, most sincere appreciation goes to fellow Board members for their advice and counsel 

in and outside Board meetings. You’ve helped ensure that our school is a true survivor.  

In conclusion, I quote John Donne, the English poet and clergyman, who wrote five hundred years 

ago: 

“No man is an island, entire of itself. Each is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.” 

What that entails is that in life we need each other. We can’t do everything by ourselves. Let’s 

survive and flourish together. Let’s look forward to the good times that await us and that includes 

our 80th birthday celebrations!  

 

Richard Hayward 

Chair: Maryvale College Board of Governors 

      

   

       

 

     


